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The WY KIDS COUNT in Wyoming Factbook is the most comprehensive collec- 
tion of data regarding children in Wyoming. The information in this year’s Factbook 

span every stage of a child’s life from con- 
ception through adolescence, and 
represent every context of a child’s 
development from health to education to 
economic conditions. 

As you’ll see throughout this resource, 
we have strengths and weaknesses re- 
garding children. It’s paramount to not 
declare the strengths victories which we 
have corrected are now complete, just as 
we don’t throw up our hands in defeat on 
the weaknesses. 

We need to learn from our successes 
so that we can continue to improve all 
aspects of life for our children. They de- 
serve the best we can provide, not just 
what is easiest or least expensive. 

Throughout the 2001 WY KIDS COUNT 
in Wyoming Factbook, you’ll find pictures 
of children. These pictures of our young- 
est citizens are there to be a constant 
reminder that every number and statistic 
found in this resource represent a real child in Wyoming. 

As you learn more about the status of children in our state, both good and bad, 
remember that these are the children we are leaving the state to. They are our future 
business leaders, teachers, governors, another Vice President and maybe even a 
President. 

Wy hope that the WY KIDS COUNT in Wyoming Factbook will give you a complete 
picture of the state of our children in Wyoming. The data presented here is of impor- 
tance in designing public policy and shaping public education that will create an 
environment in which children can grow and flourish in Wyoming. 

The future of our state is in the hands of our children, but our children’s future is in 
our hands. Guide them wisely and they will lead successfully. 

(4athy E.mm^ns 
Executive Director 
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PdcLining Trends: 

♦ Low Birth Weight Babies — down slightly from 1998 by 
.6 percent; however, since 1990, low birth weight ba- 
bies have increased from 7.4 percent up to the current 
level of 8.3 percent. 

♦ Child and Youth Population — down by 4 percent since 
1990. 

♦ Births — 1 999 displayed the lowest number of births since 
1 973. The crude birth rate (number of births per 1 ,000 
population) is 12.8 and is the lowest in Wyoming’s 
recorded state history. 

♦ Juvenile Arrests for all Crime Types — down in 2000 
by -10.5 percent. 
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Increasing Trends: 

♦ Percent of Babies Born to Single Mothers — 

Fremont County in 1999 reported 45.3 per- 
cent of all births were to single mothers while 
Natrona County reported 37.8 percent of ba- 
bies born were to single mothers in 1999. Both 
counties show enormous increases since 1990 
the state. 

♦ Teen Suicide — In 1 999, there was an 86 percent 
in teen suicide since 1998. 

♦ Drop Out Rate — The drop out rate increased during school 
year 1 999-2000. Natrona County reported a drop out rate 
of 1 0.24 percent for school year 1 999-2000 for grades 9 
through 12. This rate far exceeds the state average of 
5.69 percent. 

♦ Percent of Children in Single Parent Households — In 2000, 

32 percent of children under the age of 19 lived in single 
parent households. 

♦ Teen Birth Rate — The teen birth rate for teens ages 15-17 
increased to 22 per 1,000 females ages 15-17 in 1999. 

This is an increase over 1998 when the rate was 19 per 
1,000 females ages 15-17. 

♦ Juvenile Arrests for Violent Crime — Juvenile arrests for 
violent crime increased in 2000 by 12.4 percent. 
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Pe fWtitfn 
The number 
of children liv- 
ing in Wyoming 
that are under 
the age of 19. 

Wymuy 

In 2000, 
there were 
137,130 children under 
the age of 1 9 in Wyoming. 

Since 1990, the child 
population has declined 
statewide by 4 percent. 
Around the state, this trend 
varies significantly by 
county. 

For example, Teton 
County has experienced a 
32.5 percent increase 
while Carbon and 
Sweetwater Counties have 
seen a decline of 22.1 per- 
cent and 16.6 percent re- 
spectively. 

The gender, race and 
ethnicity of Wyoming’s 
children are as follows: 51 
percent of Wyoming’s chil- 
dren are male, 49 percent 
of Wyoming’s children are 
female, 89 percent of 
Wyoming’s children are 
White, 1 percent are Black, 
3 percent are American In- 
dian, 9 percent are His- 
panic and 9 percent are all 
other races. 

The following charts and 
tables show in greater de- 
tail the trends and demo- 
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graphics of the 
child population. 

Also, each 
county’s popula- 
tion data are 
found in the 
County Profiles 
of this report. 

Nationally 

Currently there 
are 72,293,812 
children under the 
age of 18 living in 
the United States 
according to the 
National 2001 
Kids Count Data 
Book. 

There are 
44,027,087 chil- 
dren that are White (61 
percent), 10,610,264 
Black children (15 per- 
cent), 12,342,259 His- 
panic children (17 per- 
cent), 2,529,773 (3 per- 
cent) of Asian or Pacific Is- 



lander children, 685,911 
Native American/Alaskan 
Native children (1 percent) 
and 2,098,518 children 
that are more than one 
race or are some other 
race (3.5 percent). 



Important Changes 

♦ The national child and youth population has 
increased 12,352,812 in one year. 

♦ Teton County experienced the greatest posi- 
tive percent change in children from birth to 
18 at 32.5 percent. 

♦ Carbon County experienced the greatest 
negitive percent change in children from birth 
to 18 at -22.1 percent. 
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Wyoming has the low- 
est child and youth popu- 
lation in the entire country. 

However, Washington 
D.C. has 114,992 children 
undertheageof 18. 

Last year, the National 
Kids Count Data Book re- 
ported 63,941 ,000 children 
under the age of 1 8 living 
in the United States. 

Our child population has 
increased 12,352,812 in 
one year. 

In 1 999, there were 70.2 
million children under age 
18 in the United States. 
This number is expected to 
increase to 77.2 million by 
2020 . 

In 1998, this same pub- 
lication reported 

69.527.900 children under 
the age of 18. 

The 1998 Data Book 
also projected growth to 

71.693.900 by 2005. This 
projection has already 
been exceed a full four 
years ahead of schedule. 

The total number of chil- 
dren under age 18 has in- 
creased by 48 percent 
since 1950. 

Most of that increase 
occurred duing the “baby 
boom” years of the 1950s 
and early 1960s, when 
record numbers of children 
were bom in these prosper- 
ous post-World War II 
years. 



During the 1970s and 
1 980s, the number of chil- 
dren initially declined and 
then grew slowly. 

Beginning in 1990, the 
rate of growth in the num- 
ber of children increased, 
although not as rapidly as 
during the baby boom after 
the war. 

These trends gave rise 
to the terms “baby bust,” 
“birth dearth” and “echo 
baby boom.” 

In 1 999, there were ap- 
proximately equal num- 
bers of children — between 
23 and 24 million — in each 
age group 0-5, 6-11 and 
12-17 years of age. 

In 1950 and 1960, there 
were more children under 
age 6 than there were ages 
6-1 1 or 1 2-1 7, reflecting the 
large number of babies be- 
ing born during these post- 
war years. 

The U.S. Bureau of the 
Census expects that the 
number of children will 
continue to rise over the 
next several decades, pro- 
jecting a population of 
77.6 million children age 
18 and under by the year 
2020 . 

As recently as 1980, 
nearly three-quarters of all 
children in this country 
were non-Hispanic 
Whites. 

This proportion dimin- 




ished to 65 percent in 
1998 and is expected to 
continue a steady down- 
ward trend so that by the 
year 2020, non-Hispanic 
Whites will constitute just 
over one-half (55 percent) 
of the U.S. child popula- 
tion. 

In 1999, children under 
the age 18 made up 26 
percent of the population, 
down from 36 percent in 
1960 at the end of the baby 
boom. 

Projections by the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census pre- 
dict that this proportion will 
drop further — to 24 per- 
cent — by the year 2010 
and will remain at that level 
through 2020. 

In contrast, the propor- 
tion of the population ages 
65 and older has increased 
from 8 percent in 1950 to 
13 percent in 1999. 

That percentage is pro- 
jected to increase to 1 7 per- 
cent by the year 2020. 




Sources of Data 



2001 National Kids 
Count Data Book 

Trends in the Well- 
Being of America’s 
Children and Youth 
2000 

U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 

WY KIDS COUNT in 
Wyoming Factbook 
2000 
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% Change 



40 . 0 % 



\Jymmg P@puiAn #f Agss 0 ka 18 Y^ars 
P^reant Change 199 ^ t* 2000 



30 . 0 % 

20.0% 

10.0% 



0 . 0 % 



- 10 . 0 % 



- 20 . 0 % 



- 30 . 0 % 




Source: U.S. Census Bureau , Census 2000 
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Percent 

Change 


Albany 


-10.9% 


Big Horn 


4.7"% 


Campbell 


1 .0% 


Carbon 


-22.1 % 


Converse 


-5.5% 


Orook 


-6.2% 


Fremont 


-5.2% 


Goshen 


-1 1 .5% 


Hot Springs 


-12.7% 


Johnson 


4.9% 


Laramie 


3.5% 


Lincoln 


-5.1 % 


Natrona 


-1 .8% 


N iobrara 


-9.0% 


Rark 


-2.3% 


Rlatte 


-2.9% 


Sheridan 


1 .9% 


Sublette 


10.1 % 


Sweetwater 


-16.6% 


T eton 


32.5% 


Uinta 


-S.3% 


Washakie 


-1 0.4% 


Weston 


-14.4% 


T otal 


-3.1 % 



Source: U.S. Census Bureau , Census 2000 




\VY |4D5 COMT In Vywitr® 15 



I 






Ages 


<1 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


Albany 


343 


323 


332 


316 


316 


326 


285 


333 


302 


329 


332 


Big Horn 


161 


152 


162 


146 


160 


174 


173 


158 


181 


210 


186 


Campbell 


475 


513 


528 


470 


498 


508 


547 


534 


559 


609 


570 


Carbon 


173 


188 


173 


183 


179 


183 


187 


187 


202 


197 


211 


Converse 


154 


135 


136 


168 


177 


177 


149 


192 


192 


205 


191 


Crook 


61 


65 


53 


58 


69 


67 


78 


76 


89 


83 


85 


Fremont 


474 


495 


466 


448 


460 


467 


514 


501 


547 


580 


511 


Goshen 


145 


145 


139 


148 


149 


120 


180 


127 


186 


184 


193 


Hot Springs 


48 


58 


44 


37 


48 


38 


46 


57 


51 


71 


61 


Johnson 


65 


80 


66 


81 


74 


84 


88 


98 


97 


101 


107 


Laramie 


1,078 


1,100 


1,075 


1,078 


1,053 


1,133 


1,145 


1,251 


1,196 


1,201 

n\ 


1,210 


Lincoln 


206 


205 


195 


188 


194 


202 


237 


234 


246 


277 


228 


Natrona 


808 


897 


825 


888 


884 


894 


927 


898 


957 


955 


1,068 


Niobrara 


14 


22 


23 


34 


22 


20 


22 


37 


29 


34 


35 


Park 


271 


269 


309 


290 


287 


274 


287 


315 


353 


361 


352 


Platte 


99 


95 


79 


93 


88 


121 


99 


128 


126 


117 


154 


Sheridan 


298 


257 


289 


301 


262 


286 


328 


366 


324 


338 


361 


Sublette 


66 


68 


59 


78 


77 


60 


94 


79 


84 


80 


89 


Sweetwater 


524 


548 


500 


513 


495 


485 


575 


559 


612 


611 


569 


Teton 


208 


177 


190 


193 


173 


201 


177 


184 


199 


204 


221 


Uinta 


309 


328 


314 


310 


360 


306 


345 


322 


321 


351 


403 


Washakie 


92 


104 


100 


97 


95 


105 


94 


109 


135 


131 


155 


Weston 


58 


79 


70 


78 


63 


55 


77 


77 


72 


76 


89 


Wyoming 


6,130 


6,304 


6,127 


6,196 


6,173 


6,286 


6,654 


6,822 


7,060 


7,305 


7,381 
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Ages 


Total 
Under 18 


Total 

Population 


Median 

Age 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


Albany 


299 


313 


334 


336 


349 


351 


375 


845 


6,739 


32,014 


26.7 


Big Horn 


177 


220 


203 


196 


185 


230 


213 


202 


3,489 


11,461 


38.7 


Campbell 


585 


631 


645 


674 


733 


708 


669 


573 


11,029 


33,698 


32.2 


Carbon 


198 


213 


233 


250 


259 


271 


285 


250 


4,022 


15,639 


38.9 


Converse 


185 


201 


227 


231 


226 


225 


259 


189 


3,619 


12,052 


37.5 


Crook 


99 


91 


119 


111 


126 


114 


137 


93 


1,674 


5,887 


40.2 


Fremont 


602 


561 


629 


680 


618 


636 


638 


597 


10,424 


35,804 


37.7 


Goshen 


176 


186 


185 


190 


205 


190 


185 


228 


3,262 


12,538 


40 


Hot Springs 


67 


69 


70 


84 


74 


73 


70 


76 


1,152 


4,882 


44.2 


Johnson 


101 


95 


91 


118 


110 


112 


144 


100 


1,812 


7,075 


43 


Laramie 


1,198 


1,190 


1,215 


1,244 


1,259 


1,233 


1,164 


1,112 


22,135 


81,607 


35.3 


Lincoln 


285 


276 


298 


284 


309 


302 


335 


269 


4,771 


14,573 


36.8 


Natrona 


970 


1,001 


1,023 


1,035 


1,130 


1,032 


1.108 


1,116 


18,416 


66,533 


36.4 


Niobrara 


35 


32 


36 


35 


40 


35 


39 


33 


577 


2,407 


42.8 


Park 


374 


401 


417 


402 


469 


413 


458 


450 


6,752 


25,786 


39.8 


Platte 


129 


145 


145 


133 


162 


160 


160 


139 


2,372 


8,807 


41.2 


Sheridan 


359 


386 


382 


429 


495 


477 


474 


401 


6,813 


26,560 


40.6 


Sublette 


109 


94 


98 


99 


93 


101 


98 


63 


1,589 


5,920 


39.8 


Sweetwater 


601 


639 


699 


698 


702 


745 


794 


687 


11,556 


37,613 


34.2 


Teton 


227 


207 


208 


216 


209 


236 


202 


181 


3,813 


18,251 


35 


Uinta 


360 


411 


399 


426 


425 


469 


446 


398 


7,003 


19,742 


31.4 


Washakie 


122 


133 


135 


157 


155 


191 


148 


123 


2,381 


8,289 


39.4 


Weston 


108 


90 


121 


103 


124 


127 


131 


132 


1,730 


6,644 


40.7 


Wyoming 


7,367 


7,585 


7,912 


8,131 


8,457 


8,441 


8,532 


8,257 


137,130 


493,782 


36.2 



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 
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Ages 


<1 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


Albany 


175 


168 


180 


173 


166 


154 


144 


175 


153 


178 


178 


Big Horn 


77 


72 


78 


76 


84 


86 


90 


78 


102 


117 


98 


Campbell 


260 


281 


293 


232 


257 


272 


269 


283 


260 


321 


288 


Carbon 


102 


101 


57 


97 


94 


94 


109 


94 


106 


101 


123 


Converse 


86 


70 


73 


79 


106 


92 


80 


106 


106 


102 


87 


Crook 


26 


34 


30 


23 


36 


32 


42 


46 


45 


44 


50 


Fremont 


246 


264 


220 


232 


235 


241 


243 


256 


297 


305 


261 


Goshen 


80 


76 


75 


69 


78 


67 


98 


72 


93 


108 


92 


Hot Springs 


24 


27 


16 


18 


20 


18 


25 


32 


29 


37 


24 


Johnson 


29 


42 


30 


41 


41 


37 


47 


47 


51 


54 


57 


Laramie 


590 


557 


529 


551 


531 


549 


610 


636 


595 


611 


625 


Lincoln 


107 


97 


95 


80 


114 


95 


117 


125 


142 


161 


111 


Natrona 


390 


490 


431 


462 


445 


440 


476 


472 


495 


477 


542 


Niobrara 


8 


16 


8 


18 


10 


14 


8 


24 


13 


22 


22 


Park 


153 


123 


151 


155 


139 


131 


145 


153 


170 


188 


198 


Platte 


59 


43 


45 


38 


43 


55 


48 


65 


69 


64 


81 


Sheridan 


148 


125 


138 


153 


130 


158 


176 


188 


162 


171 


199 


Sublette 


25 


41 


32 


37 


37 


28 


50 


37 


43 


44 


49 


Sweetwater 


278 


282 


244 


259 


247 


250 


312 


283 


309 


306 


283 


Teton 


95 


102 


98 


102 


100 


103 


83 


93 


107 


99 


120 


Uinta 


175 


166 


168 


143 


193 


162 


178 


180 


162 


174 


214 


Washakie 


53 


49 


42 


45 


50 


53 


46 


60 


61 


58 


76 


Weston 


25 


44 


34 


40 


36 


29 


44 


30 


31 


46 


37 


Wyoming 


3,211 


3,270 


3,097 


3,123 


3,192 


3,160 


3,440 


3,535 


3,601 


3,788 


3,815 



IS \\/Y l4lP^> C0lMr in \\/ytfnrng 





Ages 


Total Under 
18 


Total 

Population 


Median 

Age 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


Albany 


165 


157 


179 


177 


166 


183 


191 


432 


3,494 


16,529 


25.8 


Big Horn 


94 


129 


100 


102 


101 


111 


114 


110 


1,819 


5,735 


37.4 


Campbell 


294 


344 


330 


377 


392 


358 


340 


278 


5,729 


17,308 


31.6 


Carbon 


96 


101 


122 


116 


123 


140 


145 


137 


2,088 


8,376 


38.4 


Converse 


97 


98 


113 


115 


111 


118 


137 


98 


1,874 


6,007 


37 


Crook 


59 


44 


56 


56 


55 


58 


71 


50 


857 


2,979 


40.2 


Fremont 


307 


301 


323 


355 


301 


357 


311 


296 


5,351 


17,740 


36.8 


Goshen 


94 


98 


95 


106 


99 


107 


98 


107 


1,712 


6,234 


38.7 


Hot Springs 


33 


40 


34 


51 


43 


40 


36 


40 


587 


2,348 


43.4 j 


Johnson 


53 


46 


46 


70 


59 


57 


66 


53 


926 


3,476 


42.1 


Laramie 


628 


589 


604 


625 


615 


621 


614 


624 


11,313 


40,989 


34 1 


Lincoln 


140 


132 


143 


146 


150 


153 


185 


149 


2,442 


7,360 


36.7 


Natrona 


496 


547 


536 


515 


595 


537 


543 


561 


9,450 


32,872 


35.4 


Niobrara 


18 


18 


20 


20 


21 


13 


25 


18 


316 


1,174 


42.2 


Park 


208 


200 


198 


199 


221 


208 


226 


235 


3,401 


12,562 


39.3 


Platte 


73 


66 


66 


72 


83 


70 


77 


75 


1,192 


4,346 


41 


Sheridan 


191 


178 


175 


224 


253 


231 


241 


209 


3,450 


13,001 


40 


Sublette 


54 


51 


50 


46 


52 


56 


46 


34 


812 


3,023 


39.8 


Sweetwater 


309 


313 


355 


352 


391 


394 


413 


371 


5,951 


19,026 


34.3 


Teton 


111 


107 


122 


97 


126 


126 


107 


98 


1,996 


9,733 


34 


Uinta 


192 


205 


208 


225 


236 


252 


242 


226 


3,701 


10,054 


30.5 


Washakie 


64 


76 


74 


88 


86 


116 


76 


67 


1,240 


4,132 


38.6 


Weston 


60 


41 


56 


52 


65 


58 


75 


64 0 


867 


3,373 


40.1 


Wyoming 


3,836 


3,890 


4,005 


4,186 


4,344 


4,364 


4,379 


4,332 


70,568 


248,374 


35.3 



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 



\\/Y £fP5 in \\/ymmg B 

O 

ERIC 



20 






Ages 


<1 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


10 


Albany 


168 


155 


152 


143 


150 


172 


141 


158 


149 


151 


154 


Big Horn 


84 


80 


84 


70 


76 


88 


83 


80 


79 


83 


88 


Campbell 


215 


232 


235 


238 


241 


236 


278 


251 


299 


288 


282 


Carbon 


71 


87 


86 


86 


85 


89 


78 


93 


96 


96 


88 


Converse 


68 


65 


63 


89 


71 


85 


69 


86 


86 


103 


104 


Crook 


35 


31 


23 


35 


33 


35 


36 


30 


44 


39 


35 


Fremont 


228 


231 


246 


216 


225 


226 


271 


245 


250 


275 


250 


Goshen 


65 


70 


64 


79 


71 


53 


82 


55 


93 


76 


101 


Hot Springs 


24 


31 


28 


19 


28 


20 


21 


25 


22 


34 


37 


Johnson 


36 


38 


36 


40 


33 


47 


41 


51 


46 


47 


50 


Laramie 


488 


543 


546 


527 


522 


584 


535 


615 


601 


590 


585 


Lincoln 


99 


108 


100 


108 


80 


107 


120 


109 


104 


116 


117 


Natrona 


418 


407 


394 


426 


439 


454 


451 


426 


462 


478 


526 


Niobrara 


6 


6 


15 


16 


12 


6 


14 


13 


16 


12 


13 


Park 


118 


146 


158 


135 


148 


143 


142 


162 


183 


173 


154 


Platte 


40 


52 


34 


55 


45 


66 


51 


63 


57 


53 


73 


Sheridan 


150 


132 


151 


148 


132 


128 


152 


178 


162 


167 


162 


Sublette 


41 


27 


27 


41 


40 


32 


44 


42 


41 


36 


40 


Sweetwater 


246 


266 


256 


254 


248 


235 


263 


276 


303 


305 


286 


Teton 


113 


75 


92 


91 


73 


98 


94 


91 


92 


105 


101 


Uinta 


134 


162 


146 


167 


167 


144 


167 


142 


159 


177 


189 


Washakie 


39 


55 


58 


52 


45 


52 


48 


49 


74 


73 


79 


Weston 


33 


35 


36 


38 


27 


26 


33 


47 


41 


30 


52 


Wyoming 


2,919 


3,034 


3,030 


3,073 


2,991 


3,126 


3,214 


3,287 


3,459 


3,517 


3,566 
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Wyoming female P^p uLarti^n by Age by County 2,000 . C^ntinu^d 





Ages 


Total 
Under 18 


Total 

Population 


Median 

Age 


11 


12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


Albany 


134 


156 


155 


159 


183 


168 


184 


413 


3,245 


15,485 


28 


Big Horn 


83 


91 


103 


94 


84 


119 


99 


92 


1,670 


5,726 


39.8 


Campbell 


291 


287 


315 


297 


341 


350 


329 


295 


5,300 


16,390 


32.8 


Carbon 


102 


112 


111 


134 


136 


131 


140 


113 


1,934 


7,263 


39.4 


Converse 


88 


103 


114 


116 


115 


107 


122 


91 


1,745 


6,045 


37.9 


Crook 


40 


47 


63 


55 


71 


56 


66 


43 


817 


2,908 


40.2 


Fremont 


295 


260 


306 


325 


317 


279 


327 


301 


5,073 


18,064 


38.5 


Goshen 


82 


88 


90 


84 


106 


83 


87 


121 


1,550 


6,304 


41.3 


Hot Springs 


34 


29 


36 


33 


31 


43 


34 


36 


565 


2,534 


45.1 


Johnson 


48 


49 


45 


48 


51 


55 


78 


47 


886 


3,599 


43.8 


Laramie 


570 


592 


611 


619 


644 


612 


550 


488 


10,822 


40,621 


36.5 


Lincoln 


146 


144 


155 


138 


159 


149 


150 


120 


2,329 


7,213 


37 


Natrona 


474 


454 


487 


520 


535 


495 


565 


555 


8,966 


33,661 


37.3 


Niobrara 


17 


14 


16 


15 


19 


22 


14 


15 


261 


1,233 


43.4 


Park 


166 


201 


219 


203 


248 


205 


232 


215 


3,351 


13,224 


40.3 


Platte 


56 


79 


79 


61 


79 


90 


83 


64 


1,180 


4,461 


41.3 


Sheridan 


168 


208 


207 


205 


242 


246 


233 


192 


3,363 


13,559 


41 


Sublette 


55 


43 


48 


53 


41 


45 


52 


29 


777 


2,897 


39.7 


Sweetwater 


292 


326 


344 


346 


311 


351 


381 


316 


5,605 


18,587 


34.2 


Teton 


116 


100 


86 


119 


83 


110 


95 


83 


1,817 


8,518 


35.8 


Uinta 


168 


206 


191 


201 


189 


217 


204 


172 


3,302 


9,688 


32.2 


Washakie 


58 


27 


61 


69 


69 


75 


72 


56 


1,141 


4,157 


40.2 


Weston 


48 


49 


65 


51 


59 


69 


56 


68 


863 


3,271 


41.1 


Wyoming 


3,531 


3,695 


3,907 


3,945 


4,113 


4,077 


4,153 


3,925 


66,562 


245,408 


37.1 



Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 
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Sources of Data 



T rends in the Well-Being 
of America’s Children 
and Youth 2000 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 

Department of Health, 
Wyoming Vital Statis- 
tics 1999 



Ptffuitwn 
Number of live 
births. Data are 
reported by place 
of residence and 
not place of birth. 

V yoning 
There were 
6,122 births to 
Wyoming residents during 
1999, a decrease of 12 
percent from the number of 
births recorded in 1990 
and the lowest number of 
births recorded since 1973. 
Wyoming’s fertility rate in 
1999 was 60.7 births per 
1,000 women aged 15 to 
44 years of age. The com- 
parable fertility rate for the 
U.S. is 65.8 per 1,000 
women aged 15 to 44 
years. Wyoming’s fertility 
rate was 7.7 percent below 
the national rate in 1999. 

hlatvnaiiy 
In 1999, there 
were nearly 4 mil- 
lion births in the 
United States. 
Twenty-seven per- 
cent of the births 
were to women 
ages 25 to 29, 25 
percent were to 
women 20 to 24 
and 23 percent 
were to women 30 
to 34 years of age. 
The percentage 



of births occurring to older 
women (those 30 and 
older) has increased since 
the mid-1980s. In 1980, 20 
percent of all births were to 
women ages 30 and older. 
In 1999, the proportion of 
all births to women age 30 
and older had increased to 
36 percent. About 60 per- 
cent of all births were to 
White non-Hispanic 
women, 15 percent to 



Black women and 19 per- 
cent to women of Hispanic 
origin. Most births are to 
women who have at least 
a high school degree. In 
1998, 22 percent of births 
were to women who had 
less than a high school 
education, 33 percent 
were to high school gradu- 
ates and 46 percent were 
to women with one or more 
years of higher education. 




SVj^st Important Change 

♦ In 1999, there were 6,122 births in Wyoming. 
This is 126 fewer births than in 1998. 

♦ Laramie County has had the highest number 
of births since 1990 with Natrona County not 
far behind. 

♦ Niobrara had the fewest number of births with 
Hot Springs County next in line. 
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1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 




Number 


Rate 


Number 


Rate 


Number 


Rate 


Number 


Rate 


Number 


Rate 


Albany 


391 


12.7 


396 


12 9 


387 


13 


355 


12.1 




12.1 


Big Horn 


151 


13.6 


152 


13.6 


150 


13.5 


145 


12.8 


148 


13.2 


Campbell 


435 


13.8 


426 


13.3 


466 


14.5 


479 


14.8 


4 S 9 ! 


14.3 


Carbon 


190 


11.8 


189 


11.9 


155 


9.9 


187 


12 


151 


9.8 


Converse 


167 


14 


147 


12.1 


156 


12.7 


134 


1 0.9 


160 


12.9 


Crook 


70 


12.4 


72 


12.5 


50 


8.6 


62 


10.7 


59 


10.2 


Fremont 


461 


12 9 


460 


12.8 


487 


13.5 


505 


14 


481 j 


13.3 


Goshen 


142 


11.2 


148 


11.6 


155 


12 


154 


12 


135 


10.7 


Hot Springs 


47 


10.2 


36 


7.8 


44 


9.4 


51 


11 


! 

43 | 


| 10.7 


Johnson 


80 


12.1 


73 


10.9 


75 


11.1 


53 


7.8 


64 


9.3 


Laramie 


1,134 


14.5 


1,161 


14.7 


1 , 1 77 


15 


1,111 


14.1 


1,106 ' 


: 14 


Lincoln 


188 


13.6 


198 


14.2 


184 


13.3 


174 


12.6 


189 


13.5 


Natrona 


898 


14.1 


887 


13.9 


845 


13.3 


833 


13 . 2 . 


846 


13.4 


Niobrara 


23 


8.8 


36 


13.6 


26 


9.8 


25 


9.3 


25 


9.3 


Park 


281 


11.1 


277 


10.9 


310 


12.1 


309 


1 2 


260 


10.2 


Platte 


84 


10.1 


86 


10.2 


97 


11.3 


94 


10.9 


99 


11.5 


Sheridan 


259 


10.4 


276 


11 


285 


11.3 


261 


10.4 


275 


11 


Sublette 


74 


13.5 


55 


9.9 


65 


11.5 


57 


9.9 


65 


11.2 


Sweetwater 


522 


12.8 


522 


13 


555 


14 


58 7 


14.8 


543 


13.3 


Teton 


173 


13 


164 


12.1 


187 


13.5 


162 


11.4 


190 


13.1 


Uinta 


331 


16.4 


338 


16.7 


146 


17.1 


325 


15.9 


294 


14.5 


Washakie 


96 


11.2 


97 


11.3 


103 


11.9 


100 


11.5 


102 


11.9 


Weston 


57 


8.7 


83 


12.6 


64 


9.8 


77 


1 1.8 


60 


9.4 


Yellowstone NP 


7 


0 


7 


0 


3 


0 


8 


0 


1 


0 


Wyoming 


6,261 


13.1 


6,286 


13.1 


6.372 


1 3.8 


6.243 


13 


6,122 


12.8 

i 


U.S. Rate 


0 


14.8 


0 


14.7 


0 


14.5 


0 


14.6 


0 


14.5 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Total 


Gender 


Race of Mother 


Male 


Female 


White 


Black 


Am. Indian 


Other 


Unknown 


Hispanic Origin 


Albany 


352 


184 


168 


339 


5 


0 


7 


1 


42 


Big Horn 


148 


78 


70 


145 


0 


2 


1 


0 


11 


Campbell 


469 


244 


225 


454 


0 


11 


4 


0 


11 


Carbon 


151 


91 


60 


144 


0 


6 


1 


0 


35 


Converse 


160 


90 


70 


157 


0 


2 


1 


0 


11 


Crook 


59 


26 


33 


58 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


Fremont 


481 


248 


233 


305 


0 


172 


3 


1 


18 


Goshen 


135 


67 


68 


131 


0 


3 


0 


1 


19 


Hot Springs 


48 


27 


21 


46 


0 


1 


0 


1 


1 


Johnson 


64 


36 


28 


63 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


Laramie 


1,106 


593 


513 


1,031 


45 


16 


13 


1 


139 


Lincoln 


189 


93 


96 


183 


0 


4 


2 


0 


11 


Natrona 


846 


426 


420 


811 


9 


23 


3 


0 


55 


Niobrara 


25 


19 


6 


25 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


Park 


260 


135 


125 


258 


0 


2 


0 


0 


18 


Platte 


99 


50 


49 


98 


0 


1 


0 


0 


6 


Sheridan 


275 


131 


144 


264 


0 


6 


5 


0 


10 


Sublette 


65 


34 


31 


63 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


Sweetwater 


543 


283 


260 


525 


9 


5 


4 


0 


64 


Teton 


190 


89 


101 


186 


0 


1 


3 


0 


29 


Uinta 


294 


152 


142 


288 


0 


4 


0 


2 


25 


Washakie 


102 


58 


44 


100 


0 


0 


2 


0 


22 


Weston 


60 


28 


32 


56 


0 


4 


0 


0 


3 


Yellowstone NP 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Wyoming 


6,122 


3,182 


2,940 


5,731 


68 


266 


50 


7 


532 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Total 


1st 


2nd 


3rd 


4th 


5th 


6th and Over 


Unknown 


Albany 


352 


162 


122 


39 


18 


6 


5 


0 


Big Horn 


148 


44 


42 


38 


14 


6 


4 


0 


Campbell 


469 


176 


160 


77 


34 


9 


13 


0 


Carbon 


151 


74 


33 


29 


9 


5 


1 


0 


Converse 


160 


62 


52 


32 


7 


5 


2 


0 


Crook 


59 


24 


15 


12 


4 


1 


3 


0 


Fremont 


481 


180 


137 


87 


37 


18 


22 


0 


Goshen 


135 


54 


40 


23 


14 


0 


4 


0 


Hot Springs 


48 


19 


16 


8 


5 


0 


0 


0 


Johnson 


64 


27 


19 


12 


3 


3 


0 


0 


Laramie 


1,106 


466 


349 


175 


72 


27 


17 


0 


Lincoln 


189 


59 


54 


37 


21 


13 


4 


1 


Natrona 


846 


333 


291 


142 


51 


17 


12 


0 


Niobrara 


25 


9 


8 


6 


2 


0 


0 


0 


Park 


260 


92 


98 


38 


21 


7 


4 


0 


Platte 


99 


42 


33 


16 


5 


3 


0 


0 


Sheridan 


275 


120 


90 


46 


9 


5 


5 


0 


Sublette 


65 


28 


23 


7 


6 


1 


0 


0 


Sweetwater 


543 


229 


168 


100 


33 


7 


6 


0 


Teton 


190 


97 


64 


15 


11 


3 


0 


0 


Uinta 


294 


97 


96 


62 


19 


14 


4 


2 


Washakie 


102 


50 


27 


17 


5 


3 


0 


0 


Weston 


60 


22 


16 


16 


4 


1 




0 


Yellowstone NP 


1 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Wyoming 


6,122 


2,466 


1,954 


1,034 


404 


154 


107 


3 1 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Total 


Vaginal 


Cesarean 


Not Stated 


Total 


VBAC* 


Total 


Primary 


Repeat 


Albany 


352 


281 


12 


71 


49 


22 


0 


Big Horn 


148 


129 


3 


19 


9 


10 


0 


Campbell 


469 


374 


13 


95 


60 


35 


0 


Carbon 


151 


111 


1 


40 


28 


12 


0 


Converse 


160 


127 


4 


33 


23 


10 


0 


Crook 


59 


52 


3 


7 


3 


4 


0 


Fremont 


481 


375 


19 


106 


60 


46 


0 


Goshen 


135 


108 


2 


27 


16 


1 1 


0 


Hot Springs 


48 


28 


0 


20 


12 


8 


0 


Johnson 


64 


47 


1 


17 


11 


6 


0 


Laramie 


1,106 


909 


34 


197 


136 


61 


0 


Lincoln 


189 


160 


6 


29 


18 


11 


0 


Natrona 


846 


688 


13 


158 


99 


59 


0 


Niobrara 


25 


19 


1 


6 


5 


1 


0 


Park 


260 


208 


4 


52 


28 


24 


0 


Platte 


99 


79 


1 


20 


12 


8 


0 


Sheridan 


275 


210 


4 


65 


46 


19 


0 


Sublette 


65 


53 


0 


12 


8 


4 


0 


Sweetwater 


543 


474 


20 


68 


41 


27 


1 


Teton 


190 


141 


4 


49 


30 


19 


0 


Uinta 


294 


225 


7 


69 


30 


39 


0 


Washakie 


102 


68 


4 


34 


26 


8 


0 


Weston 


60 


43 


3 


19 


11 


6 


0 


Yellowstone NP 


1 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Wyoming 


6,122 


4,910 


160 


1,211 


761 


450 


1 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 

* Vaginal birth after a previous cesarean section. 



26 \\/Y (£lP5 C0\Jt\\ in \Jyem\g 




l 



27 



fadb 

OBSERVATIONS 

♦ In 1999, 79 percent of Wyoming women surveyed by Ross Pharmaceutical (which does an annual 
survey of breastfeeding rates) reported breastfeeding at hospital discharge, compared to 67.2 percent nationally. 
Of Wyoming WIC (Women, Infants and Children Nutrition Program) women surveyed, 71.4 percent reported 
breastfeeding at hospital discharge, compared to 56 percent nationally. 

♦ In 1999, 30.4 percent of Wyoming women surveyed by Ross Pharmaceutical survey reported breastfeeding 
at six months, compared to 30.7 percent nationally. Of Wyoming WIC women surveyed, 19.3 percent re- 
ported breastfeeding at six months, compared to 19.9 percent nationally. 

♦ The Healthy People 2010 goal is to increase to at least 75 percent the proportion of mothers breastfeeding 
their babies in the early postpartum to at least 50 percent at 6 months old, and at least 25 percent at 1 year. 

♦ Data on disparities are not currently available for Wyoming women. Nationally, the highest rates of 
breastfeeding in 1999 occured among mothers that were White or Hispanic, college educated, over 30 years 
of age, did not participate in the WIC program and lived in the Mountain or Pacific regions of the United 
States. 

♦ The largest increases in the initiation of breastfeeding between 1 990 and 1 999 occurred among mothers 
who have been historically less likely to breastfeed: women who are Black, receiving WIC benefits, less 
educated, younger in age and living in the South Atlantic region of the country. 

♦ Counties were asked in the MCH Systems Enhancement Survey to rate the adequacy of their breastfeeding 
networks. Forty-four percent of counties responding reported they had a breastfeeding support network but it 
was inadequate. Nine percent reported no breastfeeding support network and 39 percent reported their net- 
work was adequate. One county rated their network between adequate and inadequate. 

SERIOUSNESS 

♦ The benefits of breastfeeding include decreased new cases or severity of diarrhea, respiratory infections 
and ear infections, among others and reduced cost to the family. In addition, breastfeeding has been shown 
to improve maternal health, with demonstrated effects, including reduction in postpartum bleeding, earlier 
return to pre-pregnancy weight, reduced risk of pre-menopausal breast cancer and reduced risk of osteoporosis, 
continuing long after the postpartum period. In general, the American Academy of Pediatrics considers 
breastfeeding to be the ideal method of feeding and nurturing infants. 

♦ A DHHS (Department of Health and Human Services) technical bulletin on breastfeeding cites studies 
that have shown an association between breastfeeding and a reduced incidence of childhood lymphoma, 
diabetes and Crohn’s disease. 



traastre 



Source: Department of Health, Comprehensive Assessment 
of Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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Sources fff Data 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



Pefintitfn 
Pregnancies 
which were not 
planned or in- 
tended at the 
time of concep- 
tion by the birth 
mother. 



Warning 

No comprehensive data 
are available in Wyoming 
on the overall population of 
unintended pregnancies, 
although there are some 
data available for specific 
populations. 

Of the 1,016 deliveries 
to Wyoming Best Begin- 
nings program clients, 778 
or 77 percent reported 
their pregnancies were 
unintended (22 of the 23 
counties reporting). 

Approximately 88 per- 
cent of clients in 
Wyoming’s Home Visiting 
for Pregnant and 
Parenting Families stated 
their pregnancies were 
unintended. 

In 1998, 74 percent of 
pregnant clients at 
Wyoming’s Title X family 
planning clinics reported 
that their current pregnan- 
cies were unintended. 
Younger women (less than 
age 20) had the highest 
rates. The Health People 
2010 objective is to in- 
crease the percentage of 



pregnancies that are in- 
tended to 70 percent. 

In 2000, 63 percent of 
pregnant clients at 
Wyoming’s Title X and 
Non-Title X family plan- 
ning clinics reported that 
their current pregnancies 
were unintended. 

Women between the 
ages of 20 and 24 had the 
highest rates. No data are 
available in Wyoming on 
the precentage of unin- 
tended pregnancies re- 
sulting in live births. 

Data from the 1 3 states 
in the Center for Disease 
Control’s Pregnancy Risk 
Assessment Monitoring 
System (PRAMS) reported 
a prevalence of unintended 
pregnancy for those giving 
birth ranged from 34 per- 
cent in Maine to 50 percent 
in Oklahoma and South 
Carolina. 

PRAMS data reveal that 



women reporting an unin- 
tended pregnancy are more 
likely to be younger (less 
that age 20), have less than 
a high school education, be 
African American and re- 
ceive Medicaid. 

With an unintended 
pregnancy, a mother is 
less likely to seek prena- 
tal care in the first trimes- 
ter and more likely not to 
obtain prenatal care at all 
during her pregnancy. 

She is less likely to 
breastfeed and more likely 
to expose the fetus to 
harmful substances, such 
as tobacco or alcohol. 

The child of such a preg- 
nancy is at greater risk of 
low birth weight, dying in 
its first year, being abused 
and not receiving sufficient 
resources for healthy devel- 
opment. This is the first 
time this indicator has been 
included in this Factbook. 



Important Changes 

♦ Mothers who have unintended pregnancies 
are less likely to seek prenatal care, less 
likely to breastfeed and more likely to 
expose the fetus to tobacco or alcohol. 

♦ The Healthy People 2010 objective is to 
increase the precentage of intended 
pregnancies to 70 percent. 
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Percentage 
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Age Group 




Source: Department of Health, Comprehensive Assessment of Maternal and 

Child Health Need 2001 through 2005 




\\/Y l4D6 CO\My in \s/y<mng 29 

30 




L^W EHrth Weight 



Pfifiniti^n 
Low birth 
weight babies are 
infants born 
weighing less 
than five and 
one-half pounds 
or 2,500 grams. 

Data are re- 
ported by place of 
mother’s residence, and 
not place of infant’s birth. 

Rates are calculated by 
dividing the number of low 
birth weight babies by the 
number of total live births. 




W/y^ming 

Wyoming continues to 
exceed the national aver- 
age of low birth weight ba- 
bies. 

In 1999, 8.3 percent of 
Wyoming’s babies were 
born at weights under five 
and one-half pounds. 

This compares to 7.6 
percent nationally. 

The rate of low birth 
weight babies in Wyoming 
is alarming and has 
steadily increased over the 
years 1991 through 1997 
with marginal declines in 
1998 and 1999. 

Low birth weight infants 
are at greater risk to expe- 
rience long-term disabili- 
ties or to die during the first 
year of life than are babies 
of normal birth weight. 

Prevention of low birth 



weight is dependent upon 
comprehensive preatal 
care, smoking cessation, 
adequate nutrition and ad- 
equate maternal weight 
gain. 

Wyoming’s percentage 
of very low birth weight, 
uner 1,500 grams, com- 
pares favorably to the na- 
tional level. 

In 1999, 62 very low 
weight infants were born, 
1.01 percent of the total. 
The comparable national 
percentage was 1 .45 per- 
cent. 

Nationally 

The percent of low birth 
weight babies reflects a 
group of children who are 
likely to have problems as 
they move through the 
growth stages. 

Some of the risks faced 
by low birth weight babies 
have been captured in data 
linking information from 



birth and death certificates. 

Although low birth 
weight babies were only 7.6 
percent of all births in 1998, 
they accounted for 65 per- 
cent of infant deaths that 
year. 

The risk of dying during 
the first year of life is more 
than 20 times higher for low 
birth weight babies (62 
deaths per 1,000 births) 
than for babies of normal 
birth weight (3 deaths per 

1.000 births). 

Nationally, 298,208 ba- 
bies were born weighing 
less than 2,500 grams in 
1998. 

Low birth weight babies 
were 7.6 percent of all births 
in 1 998, compared to only 

7.0 percent in 1990. 

This represents a 9 per- 
cent increase over the 1 990 
to 1998 period. 

The rise in low birth 
weight babies is linked to 
an increase in twins and 



N^st Important Changes 

♦ Over the past decade, Wyoming’s percent of 
low birth rates has increased significantly. 

♦ Wyoming is in a three-way tie for 32nd in 
very low weight birth. 

♦ Uinta County holds the highest 10-year 
average for low birth weight babies at 1 0.7 
percent. 
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triplets. 

According to the Na- 
tional Centerfor Health Sta- 
tistics, “Two related trends 
have been associated with 
the rise in multiple births, 
especially higher-order 
multiples; older age at 
childbearing (women in 
their 30s are more likely 
than younger women to 
have a multiple birth, even 
without the use of fertility 
therapy), and the more 
widespread use of fertility- 
enhancing therapy (fertility 
drugs and techniques such 
as in vitro fertilization).” 

According to the Na- 
tional Centerfor Health Sta- 
tistics, multiple birth babies 
were nine times more likely 
to be of low birth weight 
than were single birth ba- 
bies — 57 percent versus 6 
percent. 

The number of twins and 
triplets increased from 
96,695 (2.3 percent of all 
births) in 1990 to 117,589 
(3.0 percent) in 1998. 

The percent of all births 
that were low birth weight 
went from 7.0 percent in 
1990 to 7.6 percent in 
1998, but among single 
births the increase was 
much more modest (from 
5.90 percent in 1990 to 
6.05 percent in 1998). 

Although slight declines 
are seen in the early 1980s, 



overall the per- 
centage of all 
infants born at 
low birth weight 
has increased 
steadily since 
1985, when 6.8 
percent of in- 
fants were born 
at low birth 
weight, com- 
pared with 7.6 
percent in 1998. 

Low birth weight rates 
are substantially higher 
among Black infants than 
among other races and 
Hispanics. 

The percentages of low 
birth weight infants among 
Whites, American Indians/ 
Alaska Natives, Asians/ 
Pacific Islanders and His- 
panics have remained 
within 1 percentage point 
of each other and have 
mostly hovered around 6 to 
7 percent over the last two 
decades, compared to 
around 13 percent for 
Blacks. 

For women in all age 
groups, there was a de- 
cline in the percentage of 
low birth weight births be- 
tween 1970 and 1985. 
Since 1985, however, that 
percentage increased 
slightly across nearly all 
age groups. Women under 
age 15 consistently have 
the highest rates of low- 



weight births of any age 
group. For women in all 
other age groups, rates of 
low-weight births have gen- 
erally stayed within 1 .5 per- 
centage points of their 
1970 rate. Women be- 
tween the ages of 25 and 
29 consistently have the 
lowest rates of low birth 
weight babies. Babies bom 
weighing less than 1,500 
grams (3 pounds 4 ounces) 
are at particularly high risk 
of severe physical and de- 
velopmental complications 
and death. 

The percentage of in- 
fants born at very low birth 
weight has increased 
steadily since the early 
1 980s, by 25 percent over- 
all since 1981. Between 
1 970 and 1 989, 1 .2 percent 
of all infants were classi- 
fied as very low birth 
weight. The proportion then 
increased to 1.27 percent 
in 1990, and to 1.45 per- 
cent in 1998. 



Sources of Data 



2001 Kids Count Data 
Book 

Trends in the Well- 
Being of America’s 
Children and Youth 
2000 

WY KIDS COUNT in 
Wyoming 2000 
Factbook 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive 
Assessment of Mater- 
nal and Child Health 
Needs 2001 through 
2005 

Department of Health, 
Wyoming Vital Statis- 
tics 1999 
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1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Average 1990-1999 


Albany 


7.4% 


9.5% 


8.3% 


9.3% 


8.9% 


9.5% 


10.4% 


11.4% 


12.4% 


7.7% 


9.5% 


Big Horn 


3.2% 


6.5% 


6.3% 


2.6% 


9,4% 


4,6% 


4.6% 


6.7% 


7.6% 


6.1% 


5.7% 


Campbell 


6.8% 


8.5% 


6.3% 


8.0% 


8.6% 


7.6% 


6.4% 


8.6% 


7.3% 


6.2% 


7.4% 


Carbon 


8.3% 


9.4% 


11.8% 


6.5% 


9.4% 


7.9% 


7.4% 


11.0% 


9.1% 


8.6% 


8.9% 


Converse 


4.6% 


4.7% 


5.6% 


9.9% 


5.7% 


12.0% 


3.4% 


3.8% 


6.7% 


4.4% 


6.0% 


Crook 


9.0% 


4.3% 


9.6% 


2.9% 


1,4% 


7.1% 


2.8% 


6.0% 


6.5% 


8.6% 


5.6% 


Fremont 


7.7% 


6.2% 


7.0% 


4.3% 


7.0% 


5.4% 


9.6% 


7.2% 


9.3% 


9.8% 


7.3% 


Goshen 


7.5% 


6.5% 


2.1% 


8.1% 


5.6% 


10.6% 


5.4% 


4.5% 


5.2% 


3.0% 


5.9% 


Hot Springs 


14.6% 


6.7% 


5.3% 


16.7% 


9.5%% 


8.5% 


2.8% 


4.5% 


3.9% 


10.4% 


8.2% 


Johnson 


5.8% 


1.5% 


4.3% 


4.6% 


10.6% 


3.8% 


8.2% 


8.0% 


3.8% 


9.4% 


6.0% 


Laramie 


8.0% 


7.2% 


7.8% 


6.7% 


10,9% 


7.3% 


10.9% 


11.8% 


9.3% 


9.6% 


9.0% 


Lincoln 


5.5% 


5.9% 


3.2% 


8.7% 


8.2% 


8.0% 


8.6% 


8.7% 


8.6% 


9.5% 


7.4% 


Natrona 


6.9% 


8.1% 


8.6% 


6.5% 


8.3% 


7.7% 


7.9% 


8.4% 


7.3% 


8.9% 


7.9% 


Niobrara 


12.5% 


8.0% 


3.4% 


8.0% 


5.9% 


4.3% 


16.7% 


7.7% 


4.0% 


4.0% 


7.5% 


Park 


5.5% 


8.1% 


7.7% 


8.2% 


7.0% 


2.8% 


8.7% 


9.4% 


10.0% 


11.2% 


7.9% 


Platte 


7.5% 


3.2% 


4.4% 


3.6% 


14.0% 


6.0% 


7.0% 


9.3% 


5.3% 


8.1% 


6.8% 


Sheridan 


5.3% 


4.8% 


5.3% 


7.1% 


6.5% 


7,7% 


5.4% 


7.0% 


7.7% 


5.8% 


6.2% 


Sublette 


5.6% 


7.9% 


7.3% 


12.0% 


12.8% 


9,5% 


7.3% 


6.25% 


12.3% 


7.7% 


8.9% 


Sweetwater 


7.5% 


5.3% 


8.0% 


7.9% 


9.1% 


8.2% 


8.4% 


7.6% 


10.4% 


8.1% 


8.0% 


Teton 


3.8% 


4.1% 


8.0% 


6.8% 


8.3% 


4.0% 


6.7% 


7.5% 


10.5% 


7.9% 


6.8% 


Uinta 


13.6% 


8.5% 


9.5% 


10.6% 


9.9% 


9.4% 


10.9% 


13.0% 


11.4% 


10.2% 


10.7% 


Washakie 


9.7% 


7.6% 


5.1% 


8.0% 


8.8% 


6.3% 


8.2% 


4.9% 


12.0% 


5.9% 


7.7% 


Weston 


9.0% 


5.4% 


1.4% 


9.1% 


8.1% 


8,8% 


9,6% 


9.4% 


7.8% 


11.7% 


8.0% 


Wyoming 


7.4% 


7.0% 


7.3% 


7.3% 


8,8% 


7.4% 


8.4% 


9.0% 


8.9% 


8.3% 


8.0% 


U.S. 


7.0% 


7.1% 


7.1% 


7.2% 


7.3% 


7.3% o 


7.4% 


7.5% 


7.6% 


7.6% 


7.3% 



Source: WY KIDS COUNT in Wyoming 2000 Factbook and 
Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Total 


Low Weight 


Weight in Grams 


Number 


Percent 


Under 

499 


500- 

999 


■10001- 

499 


1500- 

1999 


2000- 

2499 


2500- 

4499 


4500+ 


Unknown 


Albany 


352 


27 


7.7 


0 


1 


0 


8 


18 


324 


1 


0 


Big Horn 


148 


9 


6.1 


0 


0 


1 


4 


4 


138 


1 


0 


Campbell 


469 


29 


6.2 


1 


3 


1 


8 


16 


437 


3 


0 


Carbon 


151 


13 


8.6 


0 


0 


1 


2 


10 


137 


1 


0 


Converse 


160 


7 


4.4 


1 


0 


2 


1 


3 


148 


5 


0 


Crook 


59 


4 


6.8 


0 


1 


0 


0 


3 


55 


0 


0 


Fremont 


481 


47 


9.8 


1 


1 


1 


6 


38 


430 


4 


0 


Goshen 


135 


4 


3.0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


3 


127 


4 


0 


Hot Springs 
u 


48 


5 


10.4 


0 


0 


0 


1 


4 


43 


0 


0 


Johnson 


64 


6 


9.4 


0 


0 


2 


1 


3 


57 


1 


0 


Laramie 


1,106 


106 


9.6 


2 


5 


10 


16 


73 


991 


9 


0 


Lincoln 


189 


18 


9.5 


0 


0 


1 


3 


14 


170 


1 


0 


Natrona 


846 


75 


8.9 


1 


4 


3 


8 


59 


764 


7 


0 


Niobrara 


25 


1 


4.0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


23 


1 


0 


Park 


260 


29 


11.2 


1 


1 


1 


4 


22 


229 


2 


0 


Platte 


99 


8 


8.1 


0 


1 


0 


0 


7 


91 


0 


0 


Sheridan 


275 


16 


5.8 


0 


1 


2 


3 


40 


257 


2 


0 


Sublette 


65 


5 


7.7 


0 


0 


0 


1 


4 


60 


0 


0 


Sweetwater 


543 


44 


8.1 


1 


3 


3 


10 


27 


496 


3 


0 


Teton 


190 


15 


7.9 


0 


0 


0 


1 


14 


175 


0 


0 


Uinta 


294 


30 


10.2 


1 


0 


1 


6 


22 


262 


1 


1 


Washakie 


102 


6 


5.9 


0 


0 


0 


0 


6 


96 


0 


0 


Weston 


60 


7 


11.7 


2 


0 


0 


0 


5 


53 


0 


0 


Yellowstone NP 


1 


0 


0.0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


Wyoming 


6,122 


511 


8.3 


11 


21 


30 


83 


366 


5,564 


46 


1 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Total 


Age of Mother 


<15 


15-19 


20-24 


25-29 


30-34 


35-39 


40-44 


45+ 


Not 

Stated 


Total 


15-17 


18-19 


Albany 


27 


0 


2 


0 


2 


6 


13 


4 


2 


0 


0 


0 


Big Horn 


9 


0 


0 


0 


0 


4 


2 


3 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Campbell 


29 


0 


3 


0 


3 


8 


9 


5 


3 


1 


0 


0 


Carbon 


13 


0 


5 


2 


3 


4 


1 


3 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Converse 


7 


0 


3 


1 


2 


2 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Crook 


4 


0 


0 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


Fremont 


47 


0 


10 


4 


6 


21 


9 


5 


1 


1 


0 


0 


Goshen 


4 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


0 


1 


1 


0 


0 


0 


Hot Springs 


5 


0 


1 


0 


1 


2 


0 


0 


1 


1 


0 


0 


Johnson 


6 


0 


0 


0 


0 


3 


1 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Laramie 


106 


0 


23 


9 


■ Cf 

14 


33 


31 


11 


4 


4 


0 


S 0 


Lincoln 


18 


0 


3 


1 


2 


5 


4 


2 


2 


2 


0 


0 


Natrona 


75 


0 


15 


5 


10 


22 


20 


13 


4 


1 


0 


0 


Niobrara 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Park 


29 


0 


4 


1 


3 


10 


10 


3 


2 


0 


0 


0 


Platte 


8 


0 


1 


1 


0 


2 


4 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Sheridan 


16 


0 


3 


1 


2 


5 


4 


3 


1 


0 


0 


0 


Sublette 


5 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


2 


1 


1 


0 


0 


0 


Sweetwater 


44 


1 


7 


4 


3 


A 8 


9 


7 


1 


1 


0 


0 


Teton 


15 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


4 


4 


6 


0 


1 


0 


Uinta 


30 


0 o 


8 


4 


4 


8 


10 


3 


1 


0 


0 


. 0 


Washakie 


6 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


3 


1 


1 


0 


0 


0 


Weston 


7 


0 


1 


1 


0 


2 


o2 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


Yellowstone NP 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Wyoming 


511 


1 


90 


34 


56 


162 


140 


72 


34 


11 


1 


0 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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OBSERVATIONS 

♦ In 1999, the low birth weight (LBW) rate for Wyoming was 8.3 percent compared to 7.6 percent nation- 
ally. The very low birth weight (VLBW) rate for Wyoming in 1999 was 1.0 percent compared to 1.4 percent 
nationally. The preterm birth rate for Wyoming was 12.2 percent in 1999 compared to 11 .8 percent nationally. 
Also in 1999, Wyoming was first for LBW births to Whites. The LBW rate for Wyoming is gradually increasing 
overtime. The Healthy People 2010 objective for LBW births is 5 percent, for VLBW births is 0.9 percent and 
for preterm births, the objective is 7.6 percent. 

♦ In 1999, 48.4 percent of VLBW babies born to Wyoming residents were born in Level III facilities (facili- 
ties able to provide specialty neonatal care). There are no Level III facilities in Wyoming. In 1999, 32.2 
percent of VLBW births occurred in Wyoming (20 births). The Healthy People 2010 goal is for 90 percent of 
VLBW births to occur in Level III hospitals or sub-specialty perinatal care centers. 

♦ Discrepancies by race/ethnicity: For 1997 through 1999, Asians in Wyoming have the highest rates of 
LBW babies at 16.3 percent. African Americans follow at 15.5 percent, followed by Whites at 8.7 percent, 
Hispanics at 7.7 percent and Native Americans at 7.3 percent. For VLBW, African Americans have the 
highest rates at 2.8 percent, followed by Hispanics at 1.3 percent, Whites at 1.1 percent, Asians at 0.7 
percent and Native Americans at 0.5 percent. 

♦ Discrepancies by age: Teens have the highest rates of LBW babies in Wyoming. 

SERIOUSNESS 

♦ LBW babies are at significantly greater risk of long-term disabilities such as cerebral palsy, autism, 
mental retardation, vision and hearing impairments and other developmental disabilities. 

♦ Despite their low prevalence, expenditures for the care of LBW infants total more than half of the costs 
incurred for all newborns. In 1988, the cost of a normal healthy delivery averaged $1,900, while hospital 
costs for LBW infants averaged $6,200. 

♦ The general catergory of LBW infants includes both those born too early (preterm infants), and those 
who are born at full term but who are too small, a condition known as intrauterine growth retardation (IUGR). 
Risk factors associated with IUGR include maternal LBW, prior LBW birth history, low pre-pregnancy weight, 
cigarette smoking and low pregnancy weight gain. Cigarette smoking is the greatest known risk factor. 

♦ VLBW usually is associated with preterm birth. Relatively little is known about risk factors for preterm 
births, but the primary risk factors are prior preterm births and spontaneous abortions, low pre-pregnancy 
weight and cigarette smoking. However, these risk factors account for only one-third of all pre-term births. 
Maternal use of illicit drugs may also increase the risk of VLBW. 

Source: Department of Health, Comprehensive Assessment of 
Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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% of All Births 



9.5 




7.0 



6.5 

6.0 I 

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 

Wyoming 74 7 0 7 3 7 3 88 7 4 8 4 9 0 8 9 8 3 

7.0 7.1 7.1 7.2 7.3 7.3 7.4 7.5 7.6 7.6 

Years 

Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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P«finiti<7n 
The percent- 
age of Wyoming 
resident women 
receiving prenatal 
care beginning 
with the first tri- 
mester. 

Data are re- 
ported by resi- 
dence, not place of care or 
birth. 



\\/ yom'mg 

Women who delay re- 
ceiving prenatal care (care 
in the first trimester of 
pregnancy), are at greater 
health risk for both them- 
selves and their babies. 

Of all births, 82.4 
precent in Wyoming re- 
ceived prenatal care in the 
first trimester of pregnancy 
in 1999. This is a slight in- 
crease from 1998. 

There were 223 babies 
bom for which prenatal care 
was delayed until the third 
trimester or did not receive 
any prenatal care at all; 
this represents 3.7 percent 
of total births in 1999-na- 
tionally this figure was 3.8 
percent. 

Timely and comprehen- 
sive prenatal care provides 
an opportunity to screen for 
and provide with medical 
and non-medical interven- 
tions. 

Early detection of harm- 



ful health practices allows 
for treatment of such as 
smoking, substance abuse 
and nutritional deficiencies 
which will provide a 
healthier environment for 
the developing child. 

An alternative method of 
prenatal care utilization is 
the Adequacy of Prenatal 
Care Utilization Index. 

This Index compares the 
actual number of prenatal 
visits with to an expected 
number of visits based 
upon the recommendations 
of the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gyne- 
cologists. 

According to the 1999 
Index, for Intensive Use 
(which is 110 percent of the 
recommended visits), Wyo- 
ming scored at 31.8 com- 
pared to the U.S. score of 
31.6. 

For Adequate Use 
(which is 80 to 1 09 percent 
of the recommended visits), 



Wyoming scored at 41.7 
compared to the U.S. score 
of 43.1. For Intermediate 
Use (which is 50 to 79 per- 
cent of the recommended 
visists), Wyoming scored 
at 14.5 compared to the 
U.S. score of 1 3.6. For In- 
adequate or No Care, Wyo- 
ming scored at 12.0 com- 
pared to the U.S. score of 
11.7. 

Nationally 

Early prenatal care (i.e., 
care in the first trimester) 
allows women and their 
health care providers to 
identify, and when pos- 
sible, treat or correct 
health problems and 
health-compromising be- 
haviors that can be par- 
ticularly damaging during 
the initial stages of fetal 
development. 

Increasing the percent- 
age of women who receive 
prenatal care, and who do 



Mist Important Cmngas 

♦ Mothers receiving early prenatal care rose from 
81 percent to 82.4 percent in 1999. 

♦ The record high for mothers receiving early pre- 
natal care was set in 1995 at 82.9 percent. 

♦ Nationally, 83.2 percent of mothers are receiv- 
ing early prenatal care in their first trimesters. 
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cies, can improve birth out- 
comes and lower health 
care costs by reducing the 
likelihood of complications 
during pregnancy and 
childbirth. 

The percentage of 
women receiving prenatal 
care in the first trimester 
has increased from 68.0 
percent in 1970 to 83.2 
percent in 1999. 

Following a decade of 
essentially no change, the 
proportion of women receiv- 
ing early prenatal care has 
improved throughout the 
1990s. 

The percentage of 
women receiving prenatal 
care during the first three 
months of pregnancy has 
increased over the past two 
decades for women of all 
races and those of Hispanic 
origin. 

While the gains have 
been greatest for women 
with lower levels of timely 
care, White, Chinese, 
Japanese and Cuban 
women are most likely to 
receive prenatal care in 
their first trimester. 

American Indian/Alaska 
Native and Mexican women 
have consistenly had the 
lowest percentage of 
women receiving early pre- 
natal care; however, this 
percentage has increased 
to 68.8 for American Indian 



women and 72.8 percent 
for Mexican women in 
1998. 

The percentage of Black 
women receiving prenatal 
care in the first trimester 
increased from 44.2 per- 
cent in 1970 to 62.4 per- 
cent in 1980. 

Rates declined slightly 
during the 1 980s, but then 
increased in subsequent 
years, reaching 74 percent 
by 1999. 

The percentage of all 
Hispanic women who re- 
ceive early prenatal care 
has increased from 60.2 
percent in 1980 to 74.3 
percent by 1998. 

Among Hispanics, there 
are important subgroup dis- 
parities. 

In 1 998, 91 .8 percent of 
Cuban women received 
early prenatal care, com- 
pared with 72.8 percent of 
Mexican American 
women. 

Since 1 980, early prena- 
tal care receipt has im- 
proved among Asian/Pa- 
cific Islander women as a 
group — from 73.7 percent 
in 1980 to 83.1 percent in 
1998. 

Chinese, Japanese and 
Filipino women tend to 
have higher rates of prena- 
tal care than Hawaiian and 
other Asian women. 

The percentage of White 




women receiving early pre- 
natal care increased from 
72.3 percent to 79.2 per- 
cent between 1970 and 
1980, was stable through 
the 1980s, then increased 
during the 1990s to 88.4 
percent by 1999. 

Receiving prenatal care 
late in a pregnancy, or re- 
ceiving no prenatal care at 
all, can lead to negative 
health outcomes for mother 
and child. Women who re- 
ceive care late in their preg- 
nancy, or who do not re- 
ceive care at all, are at in- 
creased risk of bearing in- 
fants who are of low birth 
weight, who are stillborn or 
who die within the first year 
of life. Between 1970 and 
1999, the percentage of 
women receiving late or no 
prenatal care declined from 
7.9 percent to 3.8 percent. 
Receiving early and consis- 
tent prenatal care increases 
the likelihood of a healthy 
birth outcome. 



Purees fff Pata 



Trends in the Well- 
Being of America’s 
Children and Youth 
2000 

Department of Health, 
Wyoming Vital Statis- 
tics 1999 
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1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Albany 


83.5% 


82.6% 


82.0% 


80.5% 


83.0% 


90.0% 


88.9% 


86.8% 


85.9% 


80.1% 


Big Horn 


74.5% 


78.4% 


77.5% 


81.8% 


79.9% 


76.2% 


81 .6% 


83.3% 


84.1% 


83.8% 


Campbell 


74.7% 


73.4% 


74.9% 


80.6% 


87.5% 


86.4% 


83.8% 


86.9% 


84.8% 


80.4% 


Carbon 


75.1% 


71.1% 


70.8% 


71.6% 


72.8% 


82.1% 


77.2% 


74.2% 


79.7% 


82.1% 


Converse 


84.9% 


84.0% 


84.6% 


83.8% 


82.8% 


82.6% 


78.2% 


83.3% 


71.6% 


78.8% 


Crook 


77.5% 


77.1% 


80.8% 


77.9% 


88.4% 


82.9% 


86.1% 


82.0% 


90.3% 


89.8% 


Fremont 


72.8% 


72.2% 


75.9% 


78.5% 


78.9% 


74.4% 


75.7% 


70.2% 


74.9% 


76.5% 


Goshen 


75.8% 


86.5% 


76.2% 


77.6% 


79.0% 


73.9% 


77.7% 


77.4% 


75.3% 


87.4% 


Hot Springs 


60.4% 


86.7% 


89.5% 


88.1% 


73.8% 


95.7% 


91.7% 


79.5% 


86.3% 


93.8% 


Johnson 


77.9% 


83.8% 


85.5% 


92.3% 


84.7% 


83.8% 


89.0% 


88.0% 


86.8% 


84.4% 


Laramie 


76.3% 


76.4% 


71.0% 


75.9% 


77.4% 


80.0% 


74.0% 


80.1% 


79.0% 


81.1% 


Lincoln 


76.7% 


80.2% 


81.1% 


85.8% 


85.3% 


85.6% 


85.4% 


88.6% 


85.6% 


83.1% 


Natrona 


82.1% 


84.1% 


84.1% 


85.0% 


84.9% 


84.3% 


84.6% 


82.8% 


85.0% 


86.4% 


Niobrara 


83.3% 


80.0% 


69.0% 


76.0% 


91.2% 


87.0% 


86.1% 


92.3% 


84.0% 


68.0% 


Park 


88.8% 


80.2% 


88.2% 


84.3% 


84.4% 


86.1% 


84.5% 


83.9% 


79.3% 


82.3% 


Platte 


81.7% 


81.1% 


83.5% 


75.0% 


74.2% 


64.3% 


73.3% 


78.4% 


77.7% 


74.7% 


Sheridan 


83.5% 


81.9% 


85.8% 


84.3% 


89.5% 


95.0% 


88.0% 


90.5% 


84.7% 


89.8% 


Sublette 


83.3% 


84.1% 


81 .8% 


86.7% 


78.2% 


79.7% 


76.4% 


75.4% 


78.9% 


83.1% 


Sweetwater 


80.4% 


72.5% 


78.5% 


79.6% 


78.8% 


79.1% 


82.0% 


79.6% 


75.1% 


78.5% 


Teton 


89.1% 


90.2% 


84.5% 


91.4% 


92.2% 


97.9% 


83.5% 


90.4% 


88.9% 


91.1% 


Uinta 


82.5% 


82.2% 


79.0% 


83.2% 


84.0% 


85.2% 


83.7% 


85.3% 


81.5% 


83.7% 


Washakie 


84.1% 


75.6% 


75.5% 


82.3% 


82.4% 


87.5% 


86.6% 


84.5% 


82.0% 


91.2% 


Weston 


85.9% 


79.7% 


74.0% 


81.8% 


90.5% 


78.9% 


92.8% 


82.8% 


79.2% 


68.3% 


Yellowstone 

NP 


100.0% 


100.0% 


100.0% 


100.0% 


100.0% 


71.4% 


100.0% 


100.0% 


100.0% 


100.0% 


Wyoming 


79.5% 


78.7% 


78.6% 


80.8% 


82.1% 


82.9% 


81.5% 


82.2% 


81.0% 


82.4% 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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T otal 


APNCU Index 


Intensive 


Adequate 


Intermediate 


Inadequate 


No Oar© 


Unknown 


Albany 


352 


1 44 


1 46 


1 9 


36 


3 


4 


Big Horn 


148 


44 


70 


14 


1 8 


1 


1 


Campbell 


469 


175 


195 


43 


50 


2 


1 


Carbon 


151 


38 


62 


29 


21 


O 


O 


Converse 


160 


38 


77 


19 


1 9 


4 


3 


Crook 


59 


21 


22 


12 


4 


O 


O 


Fremont 


481 


1 74 


164 


48 


73 


1 


21 


Goshen 


135 


25 


63 


26 


1 O 


2 


9 


Hot Springs 


48 


9 


21 


1 5 


2 


O 


1 


Johnson 


64 


14 


28 


1 2 


8 


O 


2 


Laramie 


1 ,106 


340 


378 


229 


119 


24 


16 


Lincoln 


189 


43 


ioo 


26 


14 


4 


2 


Natrona 


846 


164 


359 


210 


IOO 


9 


4 


Niobra ra 


25 


7 


5 


7 


6 


O 


O 


Park 


260 


1 io 


96 


22 


27 


4 


1 


Platte 


99 


39 


38 


6 


IO 


5 


1 


Sheridan 


275 


149 


95 


1 8 


1 2 


1 


O 


Sublette 


65 


15 


37 


5 


8 


O 


O 


Sweetwater 


543 


162 


267 


36 


70 


3 


5 


T eton 


1 90 


80 


84 


16 


9 


1 


O 


Uinta 


294 


69 


159 


33 


24 


2 


7 


Washakie 


102 


37 


36 


20 


7 


2 


O 


Weston 


60 


22 


16 


1 1 


IO 


1 


O 


Yellowstone NP 


1 . 


O 


O 


1 


O 


O 


o 


Wyoming 


6,122 


1 .922 


5,218 


877 


657 


70 


78 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 



The Adequacy of Pre- 
natal Care Utilization In- 
dex (APNCU) is now be- 
ing widely used as a mea- 
sure of prenatal care. It 
takes into account not only 
the timing of the initiation 
of care, but also the num- 
ber of visits and the ges- 
tational age of the infant, 
in order to determine if a 
mother has received ad- 



equate care. This index is 
based on the recommen- 
dation of the American 
College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists and 
classifies care as the fol- 
lowing: 

Inadequate — care 
started after the fourth 
month or less than 50 per- 
cent of recommened vis- 
its. 



Intermediate — care 
started by the fourth 
month and 50 to 79 per- 
cent of recommended vis- 
its. 

Adequate — care 
started by the fourth 
month and 80 to 109 per- 
cent of recommended vis- 
its. 

Intensive — care 
started by the fourth 



month and 110 percent 
or more of recom- 
mended visits. Using this 
index, Wyoming moth- 
ers with at least ad- 
equate care rose from 
71.1 percent in 1998 to 
73.5 percent in 1999. 
Over the same time pe- 
riod, the U.S. Percent- 
age increased from 74.3 
percent to 74.7 percent. 
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Age of Mother 


T otal 


Trimester Prenatal Care Began 


1 St 


2nd 


3rd 


No Care 


Not Stated 


LJ nder 1 5 


3 


3 


2 


1 


O 


O 


15-19 


844 


308 


1 79 


33 


9 


1 2 


1 5-1 7 


275 


1 82 


75 


1 3 


1 


1 


13-19 


539 


423 


1 04 


20 


8 


1 1 


20-24 


1 ,978 


1 ,585 


307 


57 


1 5 


1 4 


25-29 


i ,71 7 


1 ,473 


1 82 


39 


1 3 


7 


30-34 


991 


874 


84 


1 4 


1 3 


3 * 


35-39 


459 


391 


45 


5 


1 3 


2 




1 23 


1 03 


1 4 


1 


1 


1 


45 + 


4 


2 


1 


O 


O 


1 


LJ n Known 


O 


O 


O 


O 


O 


O 


T otal 


3, 1 22 


5,042 


8 14 


1 53 


70 


43 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 




Education 
in Years 


Total 


Trimester Prenatal Oare Began 


1 St 


2nd 


3rd 


No Oare 


Not Stated 


0-8 


105 


66 


25 


6 


6 


2 


9-1 1 


861 


609 


189 


43 


io 


IO 


12 


2,067 


1 ,669 


295 


64 


21 


18 


13-15 


1 ,836 


1 ,550 


225 


32 


22 


7 


16 


754 


705 


39 


4 


5 


1 


17+ 


465 


420 


32 


4 


6 


3 


Unknown 


34 


23 


9 


O 


O 


2 


T otal 


6,122 


5,042 


814 


153 


70 


43 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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T otal 


Trimester Prenatal Care Began 


1st 


2nd 


3rd 


No Care 


Not Stated 


Albany 


352 


282 


51 


12 


3 


4 


Big Horn 


148 


124 


20 


3 


1 


O 


Campbell 


469 


377 


79 


io 


2 


1 


Carbon 


151 


124 


24 


2 


1 


O 


Converse 


160 


126 


34 


3 


4 


3 


Crook 


59 


53 


3 


3 


O 


O 


Fremont 


481 


368 


77 


23 


1 


12 


Goshen 


135 


118 


1 1 


3 


2 


1 


Hot Springs 


48 


45 


2 


O 


O 


1 


Johnson 


64 


54 


8 


2 


O 


O 


Laramie 


1 ,106 


897 


151 


26 


24 


8 


Lincoln 


189 


157 


24 


2 


4 


2 


Natrona 


846 


731 


85 


20 


9 


1 


Niobra ra 


25 


17 


7 


1 


O 


O 


Park 


260 


214 


36 


6 


4 


o 


Platte 


99 


74 


19 


1 


5 


o 


Sheridan 


275 


247 


25 


2 


1 


o 


Sublette 


65 


54 


1 1 


O 


O 


o 


Sweetwater 


543 


426 


88 


23 


3 


3 


Teton 


190 


173 


14 


2 


1 


O 


Uinta 


294 


246 


31 


8 


2 


7 


Washakie 


102 


93 


7 


O 


2 


O 


Weston 


60 


41 


17 


1 


1 


O 


Yellowstone NP 


1 


1 


O 


O 


O 


o 


Wyoming 


6,122 


5,042 


814 


1 53 


70 


43 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Pefiniti^n 
Children re- 
ceiving immuni- 
zations at birth 
and the years fol- 
lowing. 



Sources of Data 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



\Vyoming 
Vaccines can 
prevent the de- 
bilitating and, in some 
cases, fatal effects of infec- 
tious diseases. 

Vaccines protect more 
than the vaccinated indi- 
vidual. They also protect 
society. 

When vaccination levels 
in a community are high, 
the few who cannot be 
vaccinated-such as young 
children and persons with 
contraindications-often 
are indirectly protected be- 
cause of group immunity 
(in other words, they live 
among vaccinated per- 
sons who may offer pro- 
tection from exposure to 
the disease). 

In 1999, 81 percent of 
two-year-olds in an annual 
Wyoming public health 
clinic assessment were 
“up-to-date” with immuniza- 
tions. 

The children were con- 
sidered up-to-date if they 
had received four DTP/Td, 
three polio and one MMR. 

The proportion fully im- 
munized (4:3:1 plus 3 HIB 
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and 3 Hep B) in 1999 at 
public health clinics was 72 
percent. 

These numbers are 
based on actual chart re- 
views using the CDC’s 
Clinic Assessment Soft- 
ware Application (CASA) 
software. 

This is comparable to 
data from the CDC’s Na- 
tional Immunization Survey 
(July 1998 to June 1999) 
which reported a similar 
immunization rate of 77.8 
percent (+/- 5.9 percent) for 
4:3:1 and 74.4 percent (+/- 
1 percent). Wyoming ranks 
29th in immunization cov- 
erage among all states. 

The Healthy People 
201 0 goal is to increase full 
immunization coverage in 
two-year-olds to 90 per- 
cent. Wyoming data are not 
available on immunization 
disparities by gender or 
race/ethnicity. Nationally, 
immunization rates are 
lowest in African Americans 
and Native Americans. 



gest disparity in immuni- 
zation rates is between 
persons below the federal 
poverty level and those 
not below the federal pov- 
erty level. In 1998, of all 
Wyoming residents in all 
age groups, there were 
eight confirmed pertussis 
cases, one confirmed 
case of mumps and 48 
confirmed cases of Hepa- 
titis A or B. 

Nationally, pertussis 
has been on the rise, 
increaseing from 4,570 
cases in 1990 to 6,564 



In Wyoming, the big- cases in 1997. 

SVj^st Important Changes 

♦ Wyoming ranks 29th in immunizations 
coverage among all states. 

♦ In 1999, 81 percent of two-year-olds in an 
annual Wyoming public health clinic assess- 
ment were “up-to-date” with immunizations. 
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Immunization Protection Levels at Age 2: W/yoming and 
United states: for 4:3:1 <f?nly„ Public tJealth Clinics ^nly 






Wyoming 




U.S. 



Year 

Source: Department of Health, Comprehensive Assessement of 
Maternal and Child Health Need 2001 through 2005 
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Sources Pata 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 




Definition 
Children suf- 
fering from 
chronic health 
conditions. 

\V yoming 
In a review of 
selected chronic 
disease hospital- 
izations for FY 1998, 
asthma and chronic respi- 
ratory disease accounted 
for the greatest number of 
hospitalizations in children 
and youth under age 21 . 

In FY 1998, there were 
445 asthma hospitaliza- 
tions for persons under 
age 21, for a total cost of 
over 1 .5 million dollars. 

Chronic respiratory dis- 
ease accounted for 200 
hospitalizations and over 1 
million dollars 
in total cost. 

Muscular 
Dystrophy, 
cancer and 
cerebal palsy 
had the high- 
est average 
charge per 
discharge, 
while chronic 
respiratory 
disease, 
spina bifida and cerebral 
palsy accounted for the 
greatest average length of 
stay. It should be noted that 
every year in Wyoming, 
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four of the the 22 hospitals 
in the state do not report 
their hospital discharge 
data. Based on results 
from the WINDS-2 survey, 
respondents living on the 
reservation reported that 
8.3 percent of persons un- 
der age 18 have an 
indentified health problem. 
Of those, 49 percent had 
asthma, 6 percent ac- 
counted for heart or circu- 
latory disease, 3 percent 
had difficultly walking, 2 
percent had diabetes, .8 
percent related to injury, 
cancer or alcohol-related 
disorders and 40 percent 
reported other conditions. 
From 1983 through 1997, 
there were 356 malignant 
cancers diagnosed (191 in 
males and 1 65 in females) 
and 73 cancer related 
deaths among Wyoming 
residents under the age of 



20. Wyoming youth ages 
birth to 1 0 had an age-ad- 
justed cancer incidence 
rate of 159 per 100,000 
compared to 160 per 
1 00,000 natioanlly and an 
age-adjusted mortality rate 
of 33 per 100,000 com- 
pared to 32 per 100,000 
nationally. 

Luekemias, lymphomas 
and central nervous system 
cancers comprise the 
greatest proportions of 
childhood cancers in Wyo- 
ming. Lukemia and can- 
cers of the sympathetic 
nervous system are more 
common in youger chil- 
dren and lymphomas and 
malignant bone tumors are 
more common in older 
youth. Wyoming inci- 
dence rates for specific 
cancers are not signifi- 
cantly different statistically 
than the U.S. rates. 



Hpsk Im p^Hbant Changes 



♦ 191 males and 1 65 females under the age of 
21 reported malignant cancers from 1983 
through 1997 in Wyoming. 

♦ Asthma is the most reported chronic condition 
in Wyoming at 49.2 percent. 

♦ 8.3 percent of persons under age 18 have an 
indentified health problem. 
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Condition 


Number of 
Discharges 


Total Length 
of Stay (days) 


Average Length 
of Stay (days) 


Total 

Charges ($) 


Average Charge 
per Discharge ($) 


Cystic Fibrosis 


3 


9 


3 


$13,252 


$4,417 


Diabetes 


75 


189 


2.5 


$278,588 


$3,715 


Asthma 


445 


1 ,068 


2.4 


$1,532,135 


$3,443 


Malignant Neoplasm 


63 


176 


2.8 


$389,549 


$6,183 


Spina Bifida 


t 


5 


5 


$2,693 


$2,693 


Chronic Respiratory Disease 


200 


1,082 


5.4 


$1,048,953 


$5,245 


Cerebral Palsy 


35 


118 


3.4 


$203,836 


$5,824 


Muscular Dystrophy 


9 


25 


2.8 


$64,442 


$7,160 



‘Discharges where ICD code is either primary or secondary discharge diagnosis. 

“Discharges for patients who were less than 21 years of age at time of admittance. Note: no data reported 
from the following hospitals: Johnson, Carbon, Converse or Niobrara 



li^usnb^r of OiiUlwd Cancers by 

Typnf and Carnap, I9S3 through 1997 





Age Group 


Cancer Type 


<5 


5-9 


10-14 


15-19 


Leukemia 


39 


16 


16 


8 


Lymphomas and 
Reticuloendothelial Neoplasms 


5 


8 


14 


25 


Central Nervous System and 
Intracranial/ Intraspinal 


25 


22 


15 


8 


Sympathetic Nervous System 


19 


1 


1 


0 


Retinoblastoma 


7 


0 


0 


0 


Renal Tumors 


10 


3 


0 


0 


Hepatic Tumors 


1 


0 


0 


0 


Malignant Bone Tumors 


0 


7 


9 


16 


Soft-Tissue Sarcoma 


5 


2 


3 


8 


Germ-Cell, Trophoblastic, 
Other Gonadal Tumors 


4 


3 


7 


1 1 


Carcinoma and Other 
Malignant Epithelial 
Neoplasms 


1 


1 


7 


29 


Total 


1 16 


63 


72 


105 



Source for both tables: Department of Health , Comprehensive Assessment of 
Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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Sources of Pata 



Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



Newborn jJearing 

Screening 

In FY 1999, 
94.2 percent of 
newborns in 
Wyoming were 
screened for 
hearing disor- 
ders, according 
to the Wyoming 
Newborn Hearing Screen- 
ing Project. 

Of the 5,097 screened, 
190 (3.7 percent) were re- 
ferred for rescreening and 
130 of those passed the re- 
screening tests. Nineteen 
were referred for diagnos- 
tic work-up and 12 were di- 
agnosed with confirmed 
hearing loss. 

Of the 326 infants (5.8 
percent) not screened ini- 
tially, 58 percent of the 
families waived the 
screening, 17 percent of 
the infants were 
transferred, 24 per- 
cent were classified 
as “other” and 1 per- 
cent died. 

Of the 190 re- 
ferred for rescreen- 
ing, 22 percent were 
either no shows or 
lost to follow-up on 
the tests. 

The Healthy People 
2010 objective is to in- 
crease the proportion of 
newborns with hearing 
screening, referral and 



treatment. 

Newborn C^eneiic 

Screening 

In 1999, 99 percent of 
the newborns born in Wyo- 
ming were screened for 
phenylketonuria (PKU), 
congential hypothyroidism, 
galactosemia, sickle cell 
disease, biotinedase and 
cystic fibrosis. 

Five cases were con- 
firmed and received appro- 
priate intervention (three 
congential hypothyroidism, 
one sickle cell disease and 
one cystic fibrosis). In 
1993, 95 percent of new- 
borns were screened in 
Wyoming. 

The Healthy People 
2010 objective is to en- 
sure that all newborns are 
screened to detect condi- 
tions mandated by their 
state, such as phenylketo- 
nuria (PKU), congential 
hypothyroidism, galac- 
tosemia and hemoglo- 
binopathies (such as 
sickle cell disease). 

The objective also rec- 
ommends appropriate fol- 
low-up and interventions for 
those with positive test re- 
sults. 

Medicaid E.P6PT 

In FY 1998, 53 percent 
of Medicaid enrolled chil- 
dren received at least one 



age appropriate well child/ 
Early Periodic Screening, 
Diagnosis and Treatment 
(EPSDT) exam, compared 
to 57 percent in FY 1997 
and 52 percent in FY 1996. 
For FY 1998, 67 percent of 
Wyoming Medicaid en- 
rolled children ages 0-1 , 56 
percent of Medicaid chil- 
dren ages 1-5 and 38 per- 
cent of ages 6-14 received 
an EPSDT/well child 
screening. 

In FY 1999, 40.1 per- 
cent of Medicaid eligibles 
received at least one initial 
or periodic screen. The 
Medicaid program reports 
that the criteria to measure 
the screening data changed 
from FY 98 to FY 99. 

Caring for Children 

The Caring for the Chil- 
dren Program is supported 
by donations from a vari- 
ety of sources to provide 
primary, preventative and 
emergency health and 
dental care provided in 
Wyoming on an outpatient 
basis for acute medical 
conditions. Eligibility is de- 
termined by total house- 
hold income which can be 
up to 165 percent above 
poverty. Caring for the Chil- 
dren Program currently 
has 285-290 children on the 
rolls and there is no wait- 
ing list. 
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\Jytxmg 

In FY 1998, motor 
vehcile-related injuries (44 
hospitalizations) and falls 
(28 hospitalizations) were 
the greatest causes of 
hospitalization for children 
and youth less than age 19, 
followed by pedestrian-re- 
lated injuries (24). Motor 
vehicle crashes repre- 
sented the greatest length 
of stay and the highest to- 
tal charge. Wyoming teens 
are less likely than their na- 
tional counterparts to wear 
seat belts, motorcycle or 
bicycle helmets. They are 
more likely to ride with a 
driver who has been drink- 
ing alcohol or drive after 
drinking alcohol. 

In 1999, the Youth Risk 



Behavior Survelliance re- 
ported 24 percent of high 
school students indicated 
they “never” or “rarely” 
wore a seat belt. Thirty- 
nine percent of these high 
school students also indi- 
cated they rode one or 
more times in a car or 
other vehicle with some- 
one who had been drink- 
ing. 

Injuries and violence 
are one of the leading 
causes of death for chil- 
dren and teens. From 
1996 to 1998, motor ve- 
hicle crashes account for 
29 percent of the deaths 
for Wyoming children 
ages 1-14 and 34 percent 
of the deaths in ages 15- 
1 9. Other unintentional in- 





juries ac- 
counted for 

18 percent of 
the deaths in 
ages 1-14 
and 11 per- 
cent in ages 
1 5- 1 9 . 1 n 
1997, Wyo- 
ming ranked 
4th among the 50 states in 
suicide mortality. The over- 
all age-adjusted suicide 
rate for Wyoming was 18.5 
per 100,000 in 1997, com- 
pared to 10.6 U.S. The 
1999 Wyoming teen sui- 
cide rate for youth ages 1 5- 

19 was 29.8 per 100,000 
(representing 13 deaths 
that year) compared to a 
1998 U.S. rate of 11.1 per 
100,000. 



Sources gf Pa ia 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



tWsprbl Discharges RgUted OdiSamA Injuries, 

\Jyomng pY 1997 



Condition 


Number of 
Discharges 


Total Length 
of Stay (days) 


Average Length 
of Stay (days) 


Total 

Charges ($) 


Average Charge 
Per Discharge ($) 


Motor Vehicle Traffic 
Accidents 


82 


306 


3.7 


$704,548 


$8,592 


Drowning 


1 


1 


1 


$1 ,975 


$1,975 


Falls 


78 


178 


2.3 


$379,312 


$4,863 


Animal Related 


1 1 


52 


4.7 


$105,859 


$9,624 


Pedal Cycle 


12 


31 


2.4 


$81 ,934 


$6,303 


Choking 


5 


9 


1.8 


$18,109 


$3,622 


Poisoning 


42 


69 


1.6 


$91 ,160 


$2,170 


Pedestrian 


42 


113 


2.7 


$336,896 


$8,021 


Firearms 


9 


25 


2.8 


$64,824 


$7,203 



Source: Department of Health , Comprehensive Assessment of Maternal 

and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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Sources of Pata 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive Assess- 
ment of Maternal and 
Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



W y owing 
Males who are 
physically violent 
toward their part- 
ners are more 
likely to be sexu- 
ally violent to- 
ward them and 
are more likely to 
use violence on 

children. 

The perpetration of in- 
timate partner violence is 
most common in adults 
who, as children or ado- 
lescents, witnessed inti- 
mate partner violence or 
became the targets of vio- 
lence from their 
caregivers. In 1998, there 
were 3,339 reports of do- 
mestic violence: 84.3 per- 
cent (2,813) assualt, 12 
percent (400) intimidation, 
3 percent (102) violating 
protective order and .3 per- 
cent (9) sexual assault. 

In 41.3 per- 
cent of the re- 
ports, the of- 
fender was a 
spouse. Other 
household mem- 
bers made up 31 
percent of the of- 
fenders, parents 
9.1 percent and 
children 8.2 per- 
cent. 

Almost half of 
the victims were 
under 30 and 



10.5 percent were ages 1 
to 17. Seventy-two percent 
of the victims were fe- 
males. The majority of the 
incidents (94 percent) in- 
volved no weapons other 
than fists, hands, feet and 
teeth. 

Of the remainder, 1.4 
percent involved firearms, 
1.6 percent involved a 
knife and 3 percent an- 
other dangerous weapon. 

In 1998, domestic vio- 
lence was the cause for 
five deaths in Wyoming. 
Forty-five percent of the 
domestic violence victims 
had a minor injury and 3 
percent of the victims 
(100) had a major injury. 
Fifty-two percent of of- 
fenders were arrested. 

From 1995-1998, there 
was an average of 6.5 vic- 
tims of child abuse and 
neglect ages 0 to 17 per 
1,000 population, com- 
pared to 13.9 per 1,000 
nationally in 1997. The 
Healthy People 2010 ob- 



jective is to reduce mal- 
treatment of children to no 
more than 1.1 per 1,000 
children under age 18 
years. In 1998, 2,802 chil- 
dren received preventive 
services from the Depart- 
ment of Family Services 
and 199 children were re- 
moved from their homes. 
In 1998, the Department 
of Family Services re- 
ported that 870 Wyoming 
children were victims of 
abuse. Eighty-three per- 
cent of the perpetrators 
were the victim’s parents, 
4.4 percent were relatives 
and 2 percent were child 
care providers. 

In 1 998, there were three 
child deaths in Wyoming 
related to abuse and ne- 
glect. Two were due to 
shaken baby syndrome. 

The rate of major physi- 
cal injury to Wyoming chil- 
dren from abuse and ne- 
glect has decreased from 
22.9 per 100,000 in 1993 
to 9.4 per 1 00,000 in 1 998. 





In 1998, DFS reported that 870 Wyoming chil- 
dren were victims of abuse: 

♦ 62 percent were victims of neglect 

♦ 24 percent physical abuse 

♦ 10.3 percent sexual abuse 

♦ 1.6 percent medical neglect 

♦ 1.4 percent emotional abuse. 



50 \Vy COlHj in \Vy 0 ming 

o 

ERIC 






60 and over 



40-59 



30-39 



18-29 



0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 

Percent 



1-17 

] Offender 
] Victim 



tVjaj^r Physical Imjyry KLat^s ko GAArm R,<glat<g<d ko Ab>us<g 
and tiegLect pgr 100,000 ChUrgn pgr Y <sar 

30.0 



25.0 

§ 20.0 

o 

o 

O 15.0 

L_ 

d) 

Q- 10.0 

5.0 



1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 

Year 

Source for both tables: Department of Health, Comprehensive Assessment of 
Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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Sources of Pata 



2001 Kids Count Data 
Book 

Department of Health, 
Wyoming Vital Statis- 
tics 1999 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



Pefiniti^n 
Number of 
deaths from all 
causes for chil- 
dren under the 
age of 1 year. 
Data are reported 
by place of resi- 
dence, not place 
of death. Infant 
mortality rates are calcu- 
lated by dividing the num- 
ber of live births and multi- 
plying by 1,000. 

W/ycming 

In 1999, 42 infants (ba- 
bies under the age of one) 
died in Wyoming. This is a 
decrease of two from the 
previous year. The mortal- 
ity rate for 1999 is 6.9 in- 
fant deaths per 1,000 live 
births. The U.S. mortality 
rate for 1 999 per 1 ,000 live 
births is 7.1. Over the past 
nine years, 438 infants have 
died, producing an infant 
mortality rate of 7.4 for ev- 
ery 1,000 live births from 
1990 to 1999. 

The Wyoming in- 
fant mortality rate 
per 1,000 live births 
for the last decade 
are as follows: 8.6 in 
1990, 7.8 in 1991, 
9.1 in 1992, 7.9 in 
1993, 6.7 in 1994, 
7.7 in 1995, 6.4 in 
1996, 5.8 in 1997, 
7.0 in 1998 and 6.9 
in 1999. Neonatal 



deaths (those within 28 
days of birth) in 1999 to- 
taled 25 providing a neona- 
tal mortality rate of 4. 1 per 
1,000 live births. 

Nationally 

Since the first year of life 
is more precarious than 
later years of childhood, 
negative social conditions 
(such as poverty and an un- 
healthy physical environ- 
ment) have a bigger impact 
on infants. 

Children bom to families 
with fewer advantages are 
more likely to experience 
serious health problems at 
an early age. 

The link between poverty 
and infant mortality helps 
explain why the infant mor- 
tality rate of African Ameri- 
cans remains more than 
twice that of Whites. 

The national infant mor- 
tality rate is 7.2 per 1 ,000 
live births. 

However, the problem of 



infant mortality varies 
among individual cities. 
Communities where there 
is a confluence of several 
problems, such as poverty, 
unemployment and illit- 
eracy, tend to have higher 
infant mortality rates. 

One reason for the high 
infant mortality rate in low- 
income neighborhoods is 
that residents are less 
likely to have easy access 
to neonatal intensive care. 

During 1 998, there were 
28,371 infants who died in 
the U.S. The U.S. infant 
mortality rate declined from 
9.2 deaths per 1,000 live 
births in 1 990 to 7.2 deaths 
in 1998. 

This improvement was 
reflected in 46 states and 
the District of Columbia, 
but infant mortality wors- 
ened in four states. In 
1998, the infant mortality 
rate ranged from a low of 
4.4 in New Hampshire to a 
high of 1 0.2 in Alabama. 




Important Changes 

♦ The Wyoming infant mortality rate fell from 
7.0 infant deaths per 1,000 live births in 1998 
to 6.9 in 1999. 

♦ During 1998, there were 28,371 infants under 
age 1 who died in the United States. 

♦ In 1998, the infant mortality rate ranged from 
a low of 4.4 in New Hampshire to a high of 
10.2 in Alabama. 
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1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Albany 


3 


1 


3 


3 


1 


4 


2 


3 


2 


3 


Big Horn 


2 


1 


2 


1 


0 


0 


1 


0 


3 


1 


Campbell 


2 


6 


5 


4 


2 


2 


3 


4 


0 


3 


Carbon 


0 


1 


1 


4 


1 


2 


2 


2 


0 


3 


Converse 


1 


2 


1 


1 


2 


3 


1 


0 


1 


1 


Crook 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Fremont 


5 


5 


5 


6 


4 


7 


4 


5 


9 


2 


Goshen 


3 


0 


2 


0 


0 


2 


2 


0 


1 


0 


Hot Springs 


1 


1 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


Johnson 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Laramie 


12 


12 


8 


10 


9 


8 


6 


7 


9 


8 


Lincoln 


4 


2 


0 


0 


2 


0 


2 


1 


0 


0 


Natrona 


10 


7 


12 


9 


3 


9 


1 


6 


2 


7 


Niobrara 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Park 


3 


3 


2 


3 


3 


3 


5 


4 


4 


2 


Platte 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


1 


0 


Sheridan 


3 


1 


5 


1 


4 


1 


1 


1 


1 


0 


Sublette 


2 


0 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


0 


1 


0 


Sweetwater 


5 


6 


6 


5 


5 


2 


3 


1 


5 


5 


Teton 


1 


0 


0 


3 


2 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


Uinta 


2 


4 


5 


2 


1 


1 


3 


1 


3 


1 


Washakie 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 


2 


2 


0 


1 


1 


Weston 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 

0 


1 


2 


Wyoming 


60 


52 


61 


52 


44 


48 


40 


37 


44 


42 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Neonatal 


28 Days- 
1 Year 


Total 


Total 


Under 7 
Days 


7-27 

Days 


Albany 


3 


1 


1 


0 


2 


BigHorn 


1 


0 


0 


0 


1 


Campbell 


3 


3 


3 


0 


0 


Carbon 


3 


1 


1 


0 


2 


Converse 


1 


1 


1 


0 


0 


Crook 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Freemont 


2 


1 


1 


0 


1 


Goshen 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Hot Springs 


1 


0 


0 


0 


1 


Johnson 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Laramie 


8 


5 


3 


2 


3 


Lincoln 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Natrona 


7 


5 


3 


2 


2 


Niobrara 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Park 


2 


0 


0 


0 


2 


Platte 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Sheridan 


2 


1 


1 


0 


1 


Sublette 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Sweetwater 


5 


4 


2 


2 


1 


Teton 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Uinta 


1 


1 


1 


0 


0 


Washakie 


1 


0 


0 


0 


1 


Weston 


2 


2 


2 


0 


0 


Wyoming 


42 


25 


19 


6 


17 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Albany 


0 


3 


1 


3 


1 


Big Horn 


0 


3 


1 


1 


1 


Campbell 


2 


3 


1 


2 


4 


Carbon 


2 


0 


1 


0 


2 


Converse 


0 


3 


1 


2 


1 


Crook 


0 


0 


1 


1 


0 


Fremont 


7 


6 


3 


2 


2 


Goshen 


0 


1 


1 


3 


1 


Hot Springs 


1 


0 


0 


0 


1 


Johnson 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


Laramie 


6 


8 


2 


1 


6 


Lincoln 


1 


1 


1 


0 


1 


Natrona 


5 


6 


8 


1 


7 


Niobrara 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


Park 


0 


2 


0 


0 


1 


Platte 


0 


3 


0 


0 


0 


Sheridan 


5 


1 


1 


1 


0 


Sublette 


0 


1 


1 


0 


1 


Sweetwater 


1 


0 


1 


2 


0 


Teton 


0 


4 


1 


0 


0 


Uinta 


2 


2 


1 


1 


3 


Washakie 


1 


0 


0 


3 


0 


Weston 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


Yellowstone NP 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Wyoming 


34 


48 


27 


24 


33 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Carnes ef Infant 





Cause 


Wyoming 


U.S 

Rate 


Number 


Rate 


All Causes 


42 


68.6 


70.6 


Congenital Malformations 


7 


1 1 .4 


1 3.8 


Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 


7 


1 1 .4 


6.5 


Disorders Relating to Short Gestation 
and Unspecified Low Birthweight 


4 


6.5 


1 1 .1 


Bacterial Sepsis of Newborn 


3 


4.9 


1 .7 


Influenza and Pneumonia 


3 


4.9 


0.8 


Newborn Affected by Maternal 
Complications of Pregnancy 


3 


4.9 


3.5 


All Other Causes 


15 


24.5 


33.2 



‘Rates are per 1 0,000 live births 

Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 

Age Group 

Source: Department of Health, Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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15 



13 



12.5 



11 



9.9 



£ 7 

CD 

a: 



5.0 



-1 



5.8 






'A; 



6.1 



’ i.vv 

•-V 



~^5~ 



-4r&- 



White African American 



I | U.S. 1997 

| | Wyoming 1996-1998 



Native American Asian/Pacific Islander Hispanic 

Source: Department of Health, Comprehensive Assessment of 
Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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Sources of Data 

2001 Kids Count Data 
Book 

Department of Health, 
Wyoming Vital Statis- 
tics 1999 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



Pefiniti^n 
Number of 
deaths from all 
causes ages 1 to 
14. 

Data are re- 
ported by place of 
residence, not 
place of death. 

VVy^ming 

In 1999, there were 34 
deaths of children ages 1 
to 14 years in Wyoming. 

This is an increase of 
three over the total re- 
corded in 1998. 

From 1996 to 1998, 
Wyoming children and 
youth had a higher age-spe- 
cific death rate per 1 00,000 
population that their na- 
tional counterparts did in 
1997. 

From 1990 through 
1999, 317 children have 
died. Of the child deaths in 
1 999, 38 percent were from 
motor vehicle related inju- 
ries and three, or 9 percent, 
were due to suicide. 

Nationally 
In 1998, 
13,042 children 
between the 
ages of 1 and 14 
died in the 
United States. 
This amounts to 
24 out of every 
100,000 chi I- 




58 \VY kllP5 CO\J$Y in \Jyom\g 




dren in this age 
range, down 
from 31 deaths 
per 100,000 in 
1990. 

The child 
death rate 
(deaths per 
100,000 chil- 
dren ages 1 to 
14) has fallen steadily for 
the past several years, due 
in large part to advances in 
medical care. 

The general decrease in 
deaths from motor vehicle 
accidents, which ac- 
counted for one-fifth of all 
child deaths in 1998, also 
has contributed to a declin- 
ing child death rate. 

This measure improved 
among each racial and eth- 
nic group, although the 
1998 rates for African 
American (42 deaths per 
100,000) and Native Ameri- 
can (41 deaths per 
100,000) children were 



nearly twice the rate for 
children in other groups. 

While the child death 
rate in the United States 
has been declining, it is still 
much higher than that in 
most other wealthy coun- 
tries. 

One reason may be that 
children in the United 
States are much more 
likely to be in automobile 
accidents. 

Between 1990 and 
1998, the child death rate 
decreased in 46 states and 
the District of Columbia, 
was unchanged in 2 states 
and increased in 2 others. 



N{osi Important Changes 

♦ The Wyoming rates of age-specific deaths 
per 100,000 from 1996 through 1998 were 
42.1 for 1- to 4-year-olds, 31.0 for 5- to 14- 
year-olds and 100.9 for 15- to 24-year-olds. 

♦ The U.S. rates of age-specific deaths per 
100,000 for 1997 were 35.8 for 1- to 4-year- 
olds, 20.8 for 5- to 14-year-olds and 86.2 for 
1 5- to 24-year-olds. 
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1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Total 


Albany 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


1 


0 


2 


0 


6 


Big Horn 


0 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


2 


6 


Campbell 


4 


4 


1 


1 


5 


3 


3 


3 


3 


3 


30 


Carbon 


2 


0 


2 


0 


0 


1 


2 


1 


3 


1 


12 


Converse 


1 


0 


1 


0 


4 


0 


2 


2 


0 


1 


11 


Crook 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


1 


1 


1 


0 


0 


4 


Fremont 


2 


6 


6 


4 


2 


4 


3 


3 


3 


3 


36 


Goshen 


1 


1 


1 


2 


0 


1 


0 


4 


0 


0 


10 


Hot Springs 


4 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


0 


7 


Johnson 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


Laramie 


4 


10 


2 


2 


2 


3 


5 


0 


5 


2 


35 


Lincoln 


0 


0 


1 


3 


0 


1 


1 


1 


0 


2 


9 


Natrona 


1 


4 


4 


1 


3 


1 


3 


3 


2 


5 


27 


Niobrara 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


1 


1 


0 


0 


3 


Park 


2 


2 


1 


2 


3 


1 


2 


3 


1 


4 


21 


Platte 


0 


0 


2 


2 


0 


3 


0 


1 


2 


0 


10 


Sheridan 


3 


1 


3 


1 


1 


0 


4 


1 


4 


2 


20 


Sublette 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


Sweetwater 


3 


3 


4 


2 


2 


1 


3 


4 


0 


2 


24 


Teton 


1 


1 


1 


0 


1 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


5 


Uinta 


3 


0 


4 


2 


0 


3 


5 


1 


2 


6 


26 


Washakie 


0 


2 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


1 


1 


7 


Weston 


0 


0 


1 


1 


1 


0 


0 


0 


2 


0 


5 


Wyoming 


33 


34 


37 


27 


25 


29 


36 


31 


31 


34 


317 



Source : Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Pefinti^n 
The number of 
unmarried moth- 
ers giving birth. 

Data are re- 
ported by place of 
residence, not 
place of infant’s 
birth. 



\Vy^ming 

In 1999, unmarried 
women accounted for 
1 ,773 births and 26 percent 
of all births in the state of 
Wyoming. 

Nationally, 33 percent of 
all births in 1999 were to 
unmarried mothers. 

However, the rate for 
White women nationally is 
26.7 percent while 
Wyoming’s is 27.1 per- 
cent-and leads the nation. 

Overall, Wyoming has 
followed the national trend 
as births to unmarried 
mothers has skyrocketed 
since 1990, when the per- 
centage was 19.8. 

Fremont County in 1 999 
saw 45.3 percent of all ba- 
bies born were born to un- 
married mothers. 

This rate is the highest 
recorded for any Wyoming 
county in history of this 
data collection. 

Natrona County also 
had a very high percentage 
of unmarried births report- 
ing 37.8 percent in 1 999. 




Nationally 

Children who are bom to 
single women, regardless 
of the age of the women, 
are considerably more 
likely than children born to 
two parents to grow up 
poor, to spend large por- 
tions of their childhood with- 
out two parents and to be- 
come single parents them- 
selves. 

Nonmarital childbearing 
increased among women of 



all age groups between 
1 960 and 1 994 before drop- 
ping off modestly in 1995. 
However, data for 1996 
through 1999 show contin- 
ued increases for women 
ages 15 through 19, 20 
through 24 and 25 through 
29. Younger mothers are far 
more likely than older 
mothers to be unmarried. 
In 1999, 78.6 percent of 
births to women ages 15 
through 19 were to 



SVj^st Important Changes 



♦ The proportion of total births that were to 
unmarried mothers fell from 29.6 percent to 
29.0 percent. 

♦ Fremont and Natrona Counties had higher 
precentages than the rest of the state at 45.5 
percent and 37.8 percent respectively. 



Go 
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unmarriend women. In con- 
trast, 48.4 percent of births 
to women ages 20 through 
24 were to unmarried 
women, and only 1 3.9 per- 
cent of births to women 
ages 30 through 34 were 
to unmarried women. 

Bearing children outside 
of marriage is a particularly 
troubling development for 
teenagers because these 
young women often have 
little education and lack the 
ability to support their fami- 
lies economically, espe- 
cially as single parents. 

Nonmarital births as a 
percent of all births have 
increased among teens of 
all ages and across all ra- 
cial and ethnic groups 
since 1960. 

Among all young 
women ages 15 through 19, 
15 percent of births were 
nonmarital in 1960, com- 
pared with 79 percent in 
1999. 

The percentage of births 
to teens that occurred out- 
side of marriage rose fairly 
steadily through 1999; how- 
ever, the rather sharp in- 
crease between 1993 and 
1994 (from 71 to 75 per- 
cent) is largely the result 
of improvements in the 
indentification of nonmarital 
births in two states: Texas 
and Michigan. 

The percentage of all 



births to unmarried 
women increased for 
Whites, Blacks, American 
Indians and Hispanics be- 
tween 1 980 and 1 998. 

Asian women have ex- 
perienced a steady in- 
crease in the percentage of 
all births to unmarried 
women from 1 980 to 1 996, 
but the percentage de- 
creased in 1997 and was 
unchanged in 1998. 

In 1998, Asian and 
White women had the low- 
est percentage of 
nonmarital births at 15.6 
and 21.9 percent, respec- 
tively. 

Hispanics were next at 
41.6 percent, followed by 
American Indian and Black 
women at 59.3 percent and 
69.3 percent, respectively. 

This ordering is the 
same for most age groups, 
though the size of the dif- 
ference can vary substan- 
tially by the age of the 
mother. 

For young women ages 
1 5 through 1 9 in 1 999, for 
example, Whites and His- 
panics have very similar 
percentages of births to 
unmarried women — 72.6 
and 72.9 percent, respec- 
tively — while the percent- 
age among young Black 
women ages 15 through 19 
is much higher at 95.4 per- 
cent. 



Sources of Data 



Trends in the Well- 
Being of America’s 
Children & Youth 2000 

Department of Health, 
Wyoming Vital Statis- 
tics 1999 
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1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Average 1990-1999 


Albany 


14.8 


19.6 


16.7 


19 


14.6 


20.2 


18.7 


17.1 


23.9 


20.2 


18.5 


Big Horn 


15.3 


15 


14.1 


22.1 


18.1 


15.9 


15.8 


22 


15.2 


16.9 


17 


Campbell 


20.8 


20.8 


26.7 


31.2 


25.7 


31 


24.9 


29.2 


30.9 


29.2 


27 


Carbon 


18.4 


23.3 


26.7 


24.7 


32.2 


29.5 


32.8 


36.8 


34.8 


34.4 


29.4 


Converse 


19.7 


30 


23.8 


26.8 


30.6 


27.1 


25.9 


27.6 


29.9 


25.6 


26.8 


Crook 


7.9 


12.9 


9.6 


14.7 


23.2 


15.7 


12.5 


22 


24.2 


11.9 


15.4 


Fremont 


29.4 


29.2 


33.9 


36.7 


38.7 


38 


41.5 


40.2 


43.6 


45.3 


37.6 


Goshen 


20.5 


25.2 


24.5 


26.7 


38.7 


26.8 


24.3 


23.9 


26.6 


24.4 


26.2 


"Hoi 

SDrinqs 


31.3 


26.7 


14 


14.3 


28.6 


38.3 


27.8 


27.3 


31.4 


16.7 


25.6 


Johnson 


12.8 


13.2 


18.8 


29.2 


27.1 


25 


26 


22.7 


20.8 


26.6 


22.2 


Laramie 


21.4 


25.4 


25.9 


25.8 


26.8 


24.4 


25.8 


26.1 


27.2 


26.7 


25.5 


Lincoln 


7.9 


10.4 


12.1 


9.8 


18.5 


14.4 


12.6 


12 


17.8 


14.8 


13 


Natrona 


23 


27.7 


30.6 


31.3 


37.1 


34 


33.3 


35.5 


35.2 


37.8 


32.5 


Niobrara 


16.7 


24 


24.1 


20 


20.6 


8.7 


16.7 


38.5 


36 


40 


24.5 


Park 


17.6 


19.8 

a 


15.8 


18.1 


24.1 


17.4 


22.4 


21.6 


24.9 


25.8 


20.8 


Platte 


16.1 


13.7 


22 


19 


23.7 


19 


24.4 


16.5 


20.2 


26.3 


20.1 


Sheridan 


19.6 


29.3 


24.5 


26.7 


25.4 


27.8 


27.2 


29.5 


29.5 


28.4 


26.8 


Sublette 


19.4 


17.5 


16.4 


9.3 


21.8 


25.7 


12.7 


18.5 


31.6 


15.4 


18.8 


Sweetwater 


19.6 


24.2 


22.2 


27 


28.6 


29.3 


29.5 


28.5 


33.4 


32 


27.4 


Teton 


14.2 


9.8 


13.9 


14.2 


14.1 


14.5 


24.4 


16.6 


19.8 


16.8 


15.8 


Uinta 


16.9 


21.3 


20.4 


23.9 


23.1 


21.1 


29.6 


25.4 


27.1 


28.6 


23.7 


Washakie 


15.9 


14.5 


18.4 


23.9 


20.9 


20.8 


21.6 


29.1 


20 


24.5 


21 


Weston 


21.8 


24.3 


24.7 


25.5 


18.9 


22.8 


28.9 


23.4 


29.9 


25 


24.5 


Wyoming 


19.8 


23.1 


24 


25.8 


27.4 


26.4 


27 


27.4 


29.6 


29 


26 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Total 1990-1999 


Albany 


64 


72 


62 


74 


59 


79 


74 


66 


85 


71 


706 


Big Horn 


24 


23 


20 


34 


27 


24 


24 


33 


22 


25 


256 


Campbell 


111 


100 


131 


156 


111 


135 


106 


136 


148 


137 


1,271 


Carbon 


40 


42 


52 


53 


58 


56 


62 


57 


65 


52 


537 


Converse 


30 


45 


34 


38 


48 


47 


38 


43 


40 


41 


404 


Crook 


7 


9 


7 


10 


16 


11 


9 


11 


15 


7 


102 


Fremont 


171 


151 


180 


186 


183 


175 


191 


196 


220 


218 


1,871 


Goshen 


33 


39 


35 


43 


48 


38 


36 


37 


41 


33 


383 


Hot Springs 


15 


12 


8 


6 


12 


18 


10 


12 


16 


8 


117 


Johnson 


11 


9 


13 


19 


23 


20 


19 


17 


11 


17 


159 


Laramie 


258 


310 


336 


314 


320 


277 


299 


307 


302 


295 


3,018 


Lincoln 


20 


21 


23 


18 


34 


27 


25 


22 


31 


28 


249 


Natrona 


214 


265 


291 


273 


352 


305 


295 


300 


293 


320 


2,908 


Niobrara 


4 


6 


7 


5 


7 


2 


6 


10 


9 


10 


66 


Park 


58 


61 


47 


53 


65 


49 


62 


67 


77 


67 


606 


Platte 


15 


13 


20 


16 


22 


16 


21 


16 


19 


26 


184 


Sheridan 


56° 


73 


79 


75 


70 


72 


75 


84 


77 


78 


739 


Sublette 


14 


11 


9 


7 


17 


19 


7 


12 


18 


10 


124 


Sweetwater 


110 


155 


128 


172 


160 


153 


154 


158 


196 


174 


1,560 


Teton 


30 


19 


26 


23 


27 


25 


40 


31 


32 


32 


285 


Uinta 


61 


73 


69 


74 


72 


70 


100 


88 


88 


84 


779 


Washakie 


18 


19 


18 


27 


19 


20 


21 


30 


20 


25 


217 


Weston 


17 


18 


18 


14 


14 


13 


24 


15 


23 


15 


171 


Wyoming 


1,381 


1,546 


1,613 


1,690 


1,764 


1,651 


1,698 


1,748 


1,848 


1,773 


16,712 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Sources of Data 

Department of Health, 
Wyoming Vital Statis- 
tics 1999 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



Pefinition 
Percent of 
women giving 
birth who re- 
ported smoking 
during preg- 
nancy. 

Data are re- 
ported by place of 
residence, not 
place of infant’s birth. 

Data are calculated by 
dividing the number of ba- 
bies born to mothers who 
smoked during pregnancy 
by total number of births. 

W/ycming 

In Wyoming during 
1999,21.1 percent of preg- 
nant women smoked, while 
nationally only 12.6 per- 
cent smoked during preg- 
nancy. Wyoming far out- 
paces the nation on this 
unhealthy trend. 

Counties which reported 
the lowest incidence of 
smoking while pregnant 



are: Albany (8 percent) and 
Teton (6.3 percent). 
Niobrara (36 percent), 
Weston (33 percent), 
Campbell (28.1 percent) 
and Natrona (27.1 percent) 
Counties reported the high- 
est rates. Age and educa- 
tion levels play an impor- 
tant role in the percentage 
of mothers who smoked 
while pregnant. 

The higher the age and 



educational level, the less 
likely the mother was to 
smoke. It was found that 
American Indian pregnant 
women smoked 9 percent- 
age points more than White 
pregnant women; although 
the majority of births in 
Wyoming are to White 
women (94 percent) and 
consequently make up 
92.3 percent of all births 
born to smoking mothers. 



SVj^st Important Changes 

♦ In 1999, 21.1 percent of Wyoming mothers reported smoking during preg- 
nancy. 

♦ In 1998, 22.5 percent of Wyoming mothers reported smoking during preg- 
nancy. 

♦ The all-time record low was set in 1995 with 19.9 percent of Wyoming 
mothers reporting they had smoked during their pregnancies. 
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1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Albany 


14.8 


14.7 


9.1 


9 


8.4 


11 


8.1 


9.3 


9.3 


8 


Big Horn 


19.7 


15 


12 


13.6 


18.8 


8.6 


1 1 .8 


22.7 


11.7 


14.2 


Campbell 


27.2 


30.8 


27.1 


27.6 


28.2 


26.4 


27 


28.8 


28.4 


28.1 


Carbon 


18.4 


24.4 


22.6 


19.5 


22.2 


22.1 


20.6 


27.1 


24.1 


23.2 


Converse 


28.3 


26.7 


26.6 


23.2 


25.5 


25.7 


25.2 


21 .8 


25.4 


23.1 


Crook 


30.3 


34.3 


26 


16.2 


23.2 


21.4 


12.5 


20 


17.7 


22 


Fremont 


28.4 


30.3 


29.4 


25.4 


24.1 


23.2 


25.9 


22.2 


30.9 


23.3 


Goshen 


18.6 


20 


16.1 


24.8 


18.5 


16.9 


19.6 


14.8 


17.5 


18.5 


Hot Springs 


31.3 


17.8 


22.8 


21.4 


28.6 


17 


16.7 


29.5 


23.5 


18.8 


Johnson 


27.9 


22.1 


18.8 


26.2 


20 


22.5 


24.7 


8 


20.8 


23.4 


Laramie 


22.6 


21.8 


23.8 


19.6 


17.7 


15.2 


16 


18.1 


18.5 


16.5 


Lincoln 


22.5 


18.3 


18.9 


15.8 


20.7 


14.4 


1 1.6 


10.9 


14.4 


14.8 


Natrona 


29.4 


30.6 


31.3 


25.3 


26.5 


25.4 


26.6 


26.6 


29.4 


27.1 


Niobrara 


29.2 


40 


24.1 


36 


26.5 


21.7 


19.4 


26.9 


16 


36 


Park 


19.1 


21.1 


14.8 


19.5 


22.2 


12.8 


18.4 


14.8 


20.4 


16.5 


Platte 


21.5 


20 


16.5 


16.7 


23.7 


16.7 


15.1 


19.6 


29.8 


21.2 


Sheridan 


21 .1 


23.3 


23.5 


28.5 


19.9 


21.6 


19.9 


20.7 


22.2 


25.1 


Sublette 


20.8 


20.6 


36.4 


14.7 


25.6 


21.6 


20 


13.8 


29.8 


10.8 


Sweetwater 


27.4 


26.7 


26.7 


24.2 


29.8 


26.1 


25.1 


26.1 


26.4 


28.4 


Teton 


21.8 


13.9 


13.4 


6.8 


9.9 


11 


7.3 


3.7 


7.4 


6.3 


Uinta 


27.7 


24 


23.7 


22.3 


21.2 


21.8 


25.4 


22 


22.8 


24.8 


Washakie 


21.2 


16.8 


14.3 


14.2 


14.3 


14.6 


19.6 


12.6 


13 


14.7 


Weston 


20.5 


31.1 


24.7 


30.9 


23 


28.1 


21.7 


29.7 


26 


33.3 


Wyoming 


24.3 


24.4 


23.6 


21.4 


21.7 


19.8 


20.2 


20.4 


22.4 


21.1 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Age 


Percent 




Education 


Percent 




Race/Origin 


Percent 


<18 


30.1 


0-8 


27.6 


White 


20.8 


18-19 


32.7 


9-11 


44.7 


Black 


22.1 


20-29 


22.4 


12 


27.7 


Am. Indian 


29.4 


30-39 


12.8 


13-15 


14.1 


Other 


6.3 


40+ 


5.6 


16+ 


3.0 


Hispanic 


13.0 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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Source: Department of Health, Comprehensive Assessment of 
Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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Sources of Pata 



Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



W/y^ming 
Alcohol use 
has been called 
“the leading pre- 
ventable cause of 
birth defects.” 
Use of alcohol 
during pregnancy 
is associated 
with low birth 
weight, infant mortality, 
neurological conditions 
associated with alcohol 

consumption and develop- 
mental disabilities in the 
infant. 

Maternal and child 
health indicators associ- 
ated with alcohol use in- 
clude single marital status, 
low socioeconomic status 
and lack of early prenatal 
care. 

In Wyoming from 1996 
to 1998, 1.9 percent of 
women reported any alco- 
hol use during pregnancy 
based on birth certificate 
data. 

Nationally, 1.1 percent of 
mothers reported 
any alcohol use dur- 
ing pregnancy dur- 
ing 1998. 

However, ac- 
cording to 

Women’s Repro- 
ductive Health Sur- 
vey (WRHS), 42 
percent of pregnant 
study subjects 
were using alcohol 



at the time of the study. 

The precentage report- 
ing drinking alcohol during 
pregnancy increases with 
age, both in the WRHS 
survey and with birth cer- 
tificate data. 

Forty-five percent of 
women in the WRHS over 
age 27 were current alco- 
hol users, compared to 39 
percent of women ages 
21-27 and 44 percent un- 
der age 21. 

Illegal drug use is on 
the rise in the United 
States, but there are less 
data on the effects of drug 
use during pregnancy than 
on alcohol use. 

Cocaine has been as- 
sociated with decreased 
blood flow to the placenta, 
increased blood pressure, 
increased heart rate and 
an increased incidence of 
abruptio placenta. Some 
studies have associated 
cocaine use with low birth 



weight, small head circum- 
ference and Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome. The 
WRHS revealed that 14.5 
percent of pregnant women 
in the study were current 
users of illicit drugs. 

The most used drugs 
were marijuana (13 per- 
cent) followed by meth- 
amphetamine (4.3 per- 
cent) and cocaine (2.4 
percent). Pregnant 
women less than 21 years 
of age had the highest 
rates of illicit drug and to- 
bacco use. Five percent of 
Best Beginnings pregnant 
clients reported using illicit 
drugs during their pregnan- 
cies. Home Visiting for 
Pregnant and Parenting 
Families clients reported 
using the following at least 
once during the pregnancy: 
marijuana (57 percent) and 
cocaine (.9 percent). Accu- 
rate client data for other 
drugs were not available. 




W\@si Important Changes 

♦ From 1996 to 1998, 1.9 percent of women 
reported any alcohol use during pregnancy. 

♦ The Women’s Reproductive Health Survey 
reported 42 percent of pregnant subjects 
were using alcohol and 14.5 percent were 
using illicit drugs. 



6 8 



\\/Y COY^Y in \Jyormg 



Percentage r ; Percentage 





Source: Department of Health, Comprehensive Assessment of 
Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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Age 

<21 

- 21-27 
28 + 
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Sources of Pa ta 

Trends in the Well- 
Being of America’s 
Children & Youth 2000 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 

WY KIDS COUNT in 
Wyoming Factbook 
2000 



Pefiniti^n 
Number of ba- 
bies born to 
mothers in the 
age group of 15 
through 17 years 
of age. 

Data are re- 
ported by place of 
mother’s resi- 
dence, not place of infant’s 
birth. 

Teenage birth rates are 
calculated by dividing the 
total number of females in 
the 15 through 17 age 
group who gave birth by the 
total number of females in 
the 15 to 17 age group 
population. 

W/yi7ming 

The Wyoming teenage 
birth rate in 1999 was 22 
per 1 ,000 females ages 1 5 
to 17. Nationally, this fig- 
ure is reported to be 28.7 
per 1,000. 

Teen birth rates 
are higher in Wyo- 
ming minorites than 
Whites, although 
caution should be 
used when looking at 
these data due to 
small numbers. 

The teen birthrate 
has greatly declined 
since 1990 when the 
rate was recorded at 
29 births for every 
1,000 females in the 



ages of 15 to 17 years. 
However, the rates across 
all counties vary signifi- 
cantly. Fremont County, for 
example, has a teen birth 
rate of 39 as does Uinta 
County in 1999. 

Nationally 

Research indicates that 
giving birth as a teen can 
have negative conse- 
quences on both mothers 
and thier children. 

Giving birth at an early 
age can limit a young 
woman’s options regarding 
education and employment 
opportunities, increase the 
likelihood that she will need 
public assistance and 
have negative effects on the 
development of her chil- 
dren. 

Between 1960 and 
1 985, birth rates for teens 
ages 15 through 19 
dropped from 89.1 to 51 .0 
per 1 ,000 teen women. 



This trend reversed be- 
tween 1 986 and 1991, and 
the teen birth rate increased 
to 62.1 per 1 ,000 teen 
women. 

Since 1991, the teen 
birth rate has again turned 
downward, declining to 
49.6 births per 1 ,000 teen 
women by 1999, a record 
low for the U.S. 

The birth rate for Black 
teens has remained about 
twice that of White teens 
since 1960. 

In 1999, the birth rate 
for White teens was 34.1 
per 1,000 teen women, 
and for Black teens it was 
81.1 per 1,000 teen 
women. 

Black teens had the 
highest birth rate until 
1994, when the rate for 
Hispanic teens surpassed 
that of Blacks; the His- 
panic rate has remained at 
a higher level through 
1999. 




W\@si Important Changes 

♦ The teen birth rate has steadily declined 
since 1990. 

♦ In 1999, the Wyoming teen birth rate for teens 
ages 15-19 was 47.8 per 1 ,000 teens. 

♦ In 1999, the national teen birth rate was 49.6 
per 1 ,000 teens. 
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Number ef ENrHbhs ko Ttftfns 





Number of 
Females 15 to 17 
Years of Age 


Number of 
Births 


Rate per 
1,000 


Albany 


505 


6 


12 


Big Horn 


352 


13 


37 


Campbell 


979 


14 


14 


Carbon 


411 


1 1 


27 


Converse 


374 


7 


19 


Crook 


145 


1 


7 


Fremont 


968 


38 


39 


Goshen 


345 


7 


20 


Hot Springs 


107 


1 


9 


Johnson 


186 


4 


22 


Laramie 


1,870 


37 


20 


Lincoln 


474 


7 


15 


Natrona 


1,554 


45 


29 


Niobrara 


72 


1 


14 


Park 


635 


7 


1 1 


Platte 


232 


7 


30 


Sheridan 


637 


7 


1 1 


Sublette 


142 


0 


0 


Sweetwater 


1,229 


24 


20 


Teton 


258 


3 


12 


Uinta 


686 


27 


39 


Washakie 


226 


6 


27 


Weston 


176 


2 


1 1 


Wyoming 


12,563 


275 


22 



Source: Department of Health, 
Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 




Black teens experi- 
enced a 30 percent drop 
in birth rates between 
1991 and 1999, from 
115.5 to 81.1 per 1,000 
women ages 15 through 
19 . 

The birth rate for Black 
teens is now at its lowest 
point in more than 30 years. 
Teen birth rates increase 
with age. In 1999, the birth 
rate for all teens ages 15 
through 17 was 28.7 per 
1,000 teen women; for 
those ages 1 8 or 1 9, it was 
80.2 per 1 ,000. Rates for 
teen females ages 10 
through 14 were consider- 
ably lower at 0.9 per 1 ,000. 

For Black and Hispanic 
teens, the birth rate 
among 18- and 19-year- 
olds was more than twice 
that of the 1 5- through 1 7- 
year-old teen females. 

The birth rate of White, 
American Indian/Alaska 
Native and Asian/Pacific 
Islander teen females 
ages 1 8 or 1 9 are over two 
and a half times that of 
younger teens ages 15 
through 17. 

The United States has 
the highest teen preg- 
nancy, birth and legal 
abortion rates among 
western nations. 

The teen pregnancy 
rate in the United States 
is twice as high as that in 



England, Wales and 
Canada; three times as 
high as that in Sweden and 
seven times as high as that 
in the Netherlands. 

The Society of Adoles- 
cent Medicine cites a mul- 
titude of factors, including 
the lack of sex education, 
inadequate access to reli- 
able contraception, poverty 
and substance abuse, as 
some of the reasons for the 
U.S.’s high teen preg- 
nancy, birth and abortion 
rates. 

The proportion of fe- 
males ages 1 5 through 1 9 
who obtained an abortion 
during the previous year 
increased from 2.3 per- 
cent to 4.4 percent be- 
tween 1973 and 1985, pre- 
sumably influenced both by 
the legalization of abortion 
and increasing levels of 
sexual activity and preg- 
nancy. 

By 1 992, the proportion 
obtaining abortions had 
dropped to 3.6 percent, 
and it continued to decline, 
reaching 2.9 percent in 
1996. Similar patterns oc- 
curred among both 
younger teens (ages 15 
through 17) and older 
teens (ages 18 or 19). 

There has not been a 
steady trend in the pro- 
pensity of pregnant teens 
to give birth versus obtain 



an abortion over the past 
20 years. In 1 972, the pro- 
portion of pregnancies (ex- 
cluding miscarriages) to 
females ages 15 through 
1 9 that ended in birth was 
76 percent. During the rest 
of the 1970s, this propor- 



tion declined as abortion 
increased. 

Throughout most of the 
1 980s, however, the pro- 
portion of teen pregnan- 
cies ending in birth re- 
mained fairly stable at 
around 48 percent. 
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1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Albany 


9 


5 


11 


10 


5 


14 


11 


10 


11 


6 


Big Horn 


3 


9 


8 


9 


8 


6 


12 


6 


0 


13 


Campbell 


30 


22 


13 


23 


20 


19 


19 


20 


16 


14 


Carbon 


11 


8 


6 


15 


9 


16 


16 


8 


8 


11 


Converse 


7 


10 


8 


10 


5 


6 


11 


6 


4 


7 


Crook 


2 


1 


0 


2 


1 


5 


1 


4 


2 


1 


Fremont 


29 


27 


22 


32 


29 


31 


33 


37 


32 


38 


Goshen 


7 


14 


6 


9 


13 


9 


4 


3 


8 


7 


Hot Springs 


3 


4 


1 


2 


5 


3 


4 


2 


2 


1 


Johnson 


3 


2 


1 


1 


2 


2 


3 


1 


0 


4 


Laramie 


61 


43 


49 


50 


43 


50 


53 


53 


50 


37 


Lincoln 


8 


9 


10 


6 


9 


6 


4 


9 


8 


7 


Natrona 


43 


35 


47 


49 


59 


42 


58 


47 


43 


45 


Niobrara 


0 


2 


0 


1 


1 


0 


1 


2 


1 


1 


Park 


10 


14 


9 


9 


9 


8 


11 


6 


3 


7 


Platte 


2 


2 


3 


3 


2 


6 


5 


4 


3 


7 


Sheridan 


9 


6 


17 


10 


12 


10 


11 


17 


3 


7 


Sublette 


1 


4 


2 


3 


4 


2 


2 


1 


2 


0 


Sweetwater 


31 


34 


27 


28 


29 


40 


27 


34 


24 


24 


Teton 


6 


3 


2 


3 


1 


3 


5 


5 


0 


3 


Uinta 


18 


17 


20 


21 


23 


19 


16 


16 


19 


27 


Washakie 


7 


4 


5 


5 


3 


4 


3 


6 


4 


6 


Weston 


3 


1 


5 


3 


4 


3 


5 


1 


6 


2 


Wyoming 


303 


276 


272 


304 


296 


304 


315 


298 


249 


275 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Albany 


19 


1 1 


22 


20 


10 


26 


20 


19 


21 


12 


Big Horn 


10 


30 


26 


29 


24 


17 


34 


17 


0 


37 


Campbell 


41 


29 


16 


28 


23 


21 


20 


20 


16 


14 


Carbon 


28 


20 


15 


37 


21 


37 


37 


18 


19 


27 


Converse 


24 


33 


26 


31 


15 


17 


29 


16 


10 


19 


Crook * 


17 


8 


0 


16 


7 


36 


7 


27 


13 


7 


Fremont 


39 


35 


28 


39 


33 


34 


35 


38 


33 


39 


Goshen 


23 


46 


19 


28 


39 


26 


1 1 


8 


23 


20 


Hot Springs * 


30 


41 


10 


20 


46 


28 


36 


17 


18 


9 


Johnson * 


20 


13 


6 


6 


12 


1 1 


\16 

\ 


5 


0 


22 


Laramie 


40 


28 


30 


29 


24 


27 


28 


28 


27 


20 


Lincoln 


22 


24 


25 


15 


20 


13 


8 


19 


17 


15 


Natrona 


32 


26 


34 


34 


39 


27 


37 


29 


27 


29 


Niobrara * 


0 


34 


0 


16 


15 


0 


14 


27 


14 


14 


Park 


20 


27 


17 


16 


15 


13 


17 


9 


5 


© 

1 1 


Platte * 


10 


10 


15 


15 


9 


27 


21 


17 


13 


30 


Sheridan 


17 


11 


31 


18 


20 


16 


17 


26 


5 


1 1 


Sublette * 


10 


38 


18 


26 


32 


15 


15 


7 


14 


0 


Sweetwater 


30 


32 


24 


24 


24 


32 


21 


27 


19 


20 


Teton 


35 


17 


10 


15 


5 


13 


21 


20 


0 


12 


Uinta 


34 


30 


34 


34 


36 


28 


23 


23 


27 


39 


Washakie 


37 


21 


23 


23 


14 


18 


13 


25 


17 


27 


Weston * 


19 


6 


30 


18 


23 


17 


27 


5 


33 


1 1 


Wyoming 


29 


26 


25 


27 


25 


25 


25 


23 


19 


22 



* Calculated rates for counties which has less than 100 total births in 1998 are statistically unreliable. 

Source: WY KIDS COUNT in Wyoming Factbook 1999 
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Sources of Data 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



W/y^ming 
Wyoming 
rates for sexually 
transmitted dis- 
eases are lower 
than the nation’s. 

In 1999, the 
Wyoming rate of 
gonorrhea in fe- 
males ages 15 to 
19 years was 62.1 per 
100,000 (representing 13 
identified cases) compared 
to 718 per 100,000. In 
1 998, the Wyoming rate of 
gonorrhea in females ages 
1 5 to 1 9 years was 54.7 per 
100,000, compared to 780 
per 1 00,000 nationally. 

Chlamydia rates for 
Wyoming females ages 1 5 
to 19 years in 1999 were 
1 ,41 6 per 1 00,000 (repre- 
senting 296 identified 
cases), compared to 2,044 
per 100,000 nationally. 
Chlamydia rates for Wyo- 
ming females ages 15 to 
19 years in 1998 were 
1,022 per 100,000, com- 
pared to 2,359 per 100,000 
nationally. The 1999 Wyo- 
ming Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveillance data indicate 
that 89.6 percent of the stu- 
dents reported ever being 
taught about HIV in school, 
compared 90.6 nationally. 

Middle school data for 
1 999 reveal that 82 percent 
of those surveyed were 
taught in their schools 
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about HIV and AIDS. From 
1994 to 1999, there were 
four newly diagonosed 
AIDS case for Wyoming 
youth less than age 20. 
Three of these cases were 
diagnosed in 1999 alone. 

From 1994 to 1999, 
there were six people iden- 
tified with HIV under age 
20. One of these cases 
was identified ini 999. In 
1999, 48 percent of Wyo- 
ming teens reported ever 
having sexual intercourse 
and 6 percent had inter- 
course before age 13. 

Of the teens reporting, 
57 percent reported using 
a condom during their last 
sexual intercourse, and 31 
percent reported using al- 
cohol and drugs before 
their last sexual inter- 
course. Nationally, women 
suffer more frequent and 
more serious STD compli- 
cations than men. 

National rates dispropor- 




tionately affect adoles- 
cents, young adults and 
Afican African American 
and Hispanic populations 
have higher rates of STDs, 
compared with rates for 
Whites. STDs generally 
are recognized as 
symtomatic and asymp- 
tomatic as only part of a 
very large public health 
problem. The organisms of- 
ten found with STDs also 
cause many other harmful, 
often irreversible and costly 
clinical complications such 
as reproductive health 
problems, fetal and perina- 
tal health problems and 
cancer. 



Important Changes 

♦ There were four newly diagnosed cases of 
AIDS from 1994 to 1999 for Wyoming youth 
ages 15 to 19, and six newly diagnosed cases 
of HIV. 

♦ In 1999, 48 percent of Wyoming teens 
reported ever having sexual intercourse and 
6 percent had intercourse before age 13. 
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Tfitfn Vernal Activity 



Wyoming Sexual Activity Questions from 1999 YRBS Percent 
Responding Yes 


WY 

Female 


WY 

Male 


WY 

Total 


U.S. 

Total 


Ever had Sexual Intercourse 


47.9 


47.8 


47.9 


45.9 


First Sexual Intercourse before Age 13 


3.4 


8.9 


6.2 


8.3 


Currently Sexually Active (Intercourse in the past 3 months) 


36.0 


32.7 


34.5 


36.3 


Condom Use During Last Sexual Intercourse 


50.4 


65.0 


57.2 


58.0 


Alcohol or Drug Use at last Sexual Intercourse 


28.5 


34.9 


31.3 


24.8 


Currently Abstinent (among those who have had sexual 
intercourse, no sexual intercourse in the past 3 months) 


24.7 


31.5 


28.0 


27.3 


Had Four or More Sexual Partners in Lifetime 


15.2 


16.8 


16.1 


16.2 



Source: Department of Health, Comprehensive Assessment of 
Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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Sources gf Pat a 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



W/y^ming 
In 1999, 35 
percent (36 per- 
cent females and 
35 percent 
males) of high 
school students 
responding to the 
Wyoming Youth 
Risk Behavior 
Survelliance reported cur- 
rent use of cigarettes (use 
in the past 30 days) com- 
pared to 35 percent nation- 
ally. 

Of this 35 percent of 
Wyoming teens, 11 per- 
cent reported they usually 
get their own cigarettes by 
buying them in a store or 
gas station. 

Fifty-four percent of 
these Wyoming teens re- 
ported they had purchased 
cigarettes without being 
asked to show proof of age, 
compared to 67 percent 
nationally. In 1999, 18 per- 
cent of Wyoming teens re- 
sponding to the YRBS re- 
ported using smokeless 
tobacco in the past 30 
days (6 percent females 
and 29 percent males). 

Nationally, 8 percent of 
teens reported using 
smokeless tobacco in 
1999. 

In Wyoming, tobacco 
accounts for 700 deaths 
each year. The U.S. De- 
partment of Health and 



Human Services 
reported in 1994 
that tobacco ac- 
counts for one out 
of every five deaths. 

Most people who 
smoke began using 
as children and 
teens. Among 
adults who have 
ever smoked daily, 82 per- 
cent tried their first ciga- 
rette before age 1 8, and 53 
percent became daily 
smokers before age 1 8. 

Studies have shown that 
youth who smoke are likely 
to have low self-esteem, 
perceive that tobacco use 
is normal, have peers and 
siblings that use and ap- 
prove of tobacco use and 
lack self-efficiency in the 
ability to refuse offers to 
use tobacco. It’s now well 
documented that smoking 
cigarettes cause heart dis- 
ease; cancers of the lungs, 
larynx, esophagus, phar- 



ynx, mouth and bladder; 
and chronic lung disease. 

Cigarette smoking also 
contributes to cancer of the 
pancreas, kidney and cer- 
vix. Cigarette smoking is 
also linked to infertility. Use 
of smokeless tobacco 
causes a number of seri- 
ous oral health problems in- 
cluding cancer of the 
mouth and gum, periodon- 
titis and tooth loss. Other 
problems associated with 
smokeless tobacco use 
are rotting teeth, white/ 
patchy lesions, gingival re- 
cession and nicotine ad- 
diction. 



Important Changes 

♦ In 1999, 35 percent of high school students 
responding to the Wyoming YRBS reported 
current use of cigarettes. 

♦ In 1999, 18 percent of high school students 
responding to the Wyoming YRBS reported 
current use of smokeless tobacco. 



76 \\/Y CO UNIT in \\/y<? rrrng 



ERjt 



77 





| | Wyoming percent 

U.S. percent 



Source: Department of Health, Comprehensive Assessment of 
Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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Purges gf Data 

Department of Health, 
Comprehensive As- 
sessment of Maternal 
and Child Health Needs 
2001 through 2005 



\Vyffming 
Wyoming’s 
1999 Youth Risk 
Behavior Sur- 
veillance (YRBS) 
reported that 50 
percent of 9th 
grade students, 
52 percent of 
10th grade stu- 
dents, 56 percent of 11th 
grade students and 62 
percent of 12th grade stu- 
dents had at least one 
drink of alcohol on a single 
occassion in the past 30 
days. 

Overall, 55 percent of 
high school students re- 
ported current alcohol us- 
age, compared to 50 per- 
cent^nationally. 

The Heathly People 
2010 objective is to in- 
crease the proportion of 
adolescents not using al- 
cohol or any illicit drug 
during the past 30 days to 
89 percent. 

In Wyoming, a major 
problem with alcohol use 
is consumption of large 
amounts on a single occa- 
sion. 

Binge drinking is de- 
fined as consuming five or 
more alcoholic drinks on 
at least one occasion in 
the past 30 days. 

In Wyoming in 1999, 40 
percent of students re- 
sponding to the YRBS re- 



ported binge drinking, 
compared to 32 percent of 
all students nationwide. 

The Healthy People 
2010 objective is to re- 
duce to 3 percent the pro- 
portion of 12- to 17-year- 
olds reporting binge drink- 
ing during the past month. 

In 1999, Wyoming high 
school students respond- 
ing to the YRBS reported 
using the following: 43 
percent reports ever using 
marijuana, 9.8 percent re- 
port ever using cocaine, 
4.9 percent ever using il- 
legal steroids, 2.8 percent 
ever injecting drugs, 17.6 
percent ever sniffing drugs 
or substances and 1 3 per- 
cent ever using metham- 
phetamines. The Healthy 
People 2010 objectives 
are to decrease current 
use (use in the past 30 
days) for high school stu- 
dents of marijuana to 0.7 
percent, and any illicit 



drugs to 3 percent. 

Excessive drinking has 
consequences for virtually 
every part of the body. 

The wide range of alco- 
hol-induced disorders is 
due (among other factors) 
to differences in the 
amount, duration and pat- 
terns of alcohol consump- 
tion, as well as differences 
in genetic vulnerability to 
particular alcohol-related 
consequences. Alcohol 
use has been linked with a 
substantial proportion of in- 
juries and deaths from traf- 
fic crashes, falls, fires and 
drowning. It also is a factor 
in homicide, suicide, child 
abuse and has been asso- 
ciated with high-risk sexual 
and self-destructive behav- 
ior. Drug dependence is a 
chronic, relapsing disorder. 
Addicted persons fre- 
quently engage in self-de- 
structive and criminal be- 
havior. 



Important Changes 

♦ Overall, 55 percent of high school students 
reported current alcohol usage, compared to 
50 percent nationally. 

♦ In 1999, 43 percent of Wyoming high school 
students reported ever having tried mari- 
juana. 
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Wyoming Illicit Drug Use Questions from 1999 YRBS, 
Percent Responding Yes 


Wyoming 


U.S. 


WY Rank 
(out of 22*) 


Ever Used Cocaine 


9.8 


9.5 


4 


Current Cocaine User 


3.7 


4.0 


io 


Ever Used Heroin 


2.9 


2.4 


13 


Ever Used Illegal Steroids 


4.9 


3.7 


7 


Ever Injected Drugs 


2.8 


1.8 


6 


Ever Sniffed Drugs or Substances 


17.6 


14.6 


4 


Ever Used Methamphetamines 


12.6 


9.1 


5 



*Out of 22 states with weighted data 

Source: Department of Health, Comprehensive Assessment of 
Maternal and Child Health Needs 2001 through 2005 
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Sources of Data 



Trends in the Well- 
Being of America’s 
Children & Youth 2000 

2000 Census 

The Annie E. Casey 
Foundation 

Department of Health, 
Wyoming Vital Statis- 
tics 1 999 

WY KIDS COUNT in 
Wyoming Factbook 
2000 



Dfifinititfn 
Number of 
children under the 
age 1 8 that were 
affected by di- 
vorce or annul- 
ment. 

Data are re- 
corded by county 
of occurrence 
and not necessarily resi- 
dency. 

W/ycming 

In 1999, 2,749 children 
under the age of 18 were 
affected by divorce. 

Divorce has affected 
nearly 3,000 children per 
year since 1990. 

It is important to under- 
stand the magnitude of this 
issue as it affects the 
economies of many fami- 
lies, the well being of chil- 
dren and underscores the 
importance of child support 
payments and the state’s 
effort to collect 
unmet pay- 
ments. 

In 1999, 
there were 
2,81 8 divorces 
of which 50 
percent af- 
fected children 
under the age 
of 18 in the 
family. 

In 1999, the 
divorce rate 
for Wyoming 



was computed at 5.9 di- 
vorces per 1,000 popula- 
tion. The divorce rate in 
Wyoming exceeds the na- 
tional rate, (4.1) by 44 per- 
cent. Custody of children 
in 1999 went primarily to 
the wife in 64 percent of the 
divorce cases. 

This is down slightly 
from the report of 1 998 when 
69 percent of custody or- 
ders in divorce cases went 
to the wife. 

During 1999, 10 percent 
of the custody orders went 
to the husbands and 22 
percent were issued as 
joint custody and 4 percent 
of the divorcing cases had 
custody orders to other 
guardians. 

The number of family 
households with “own" chil- 
dren under the age of 18 
were recorded in the 2000 
Census at 63,263, making 
up 32.7 percent of all 
households in Wyoming. 



These households are 
defined as homes contain- 
ing children under the age 
of 1 8 who are related to a 
parent, by adoption, birth 
or through marriage as a 
stepchild. 11 8,704 children 
live in “Family Households" 

In Wyoming, married 
couple families make up 74 
percent of the households 
containing own children 
while 26 percent are 
headed by a single parent. 

Of those households 
containing children headed 
by a single parent, 71 per- 
cent are headed the mother 
and 29 percent are headed 
by the father. There are 
4,479 households where 
children under the age of 
1 8 are living with a non-par- 
ent. These households are 
not counted in the “Family 
Households” as 

discuessed in the text 
above or displayed in the 
following tables. 




Important Changes 

♦ In 1 999, 2,727 children, under the age of 1 8, 
were affected by divorce. 

♦ The divorce rate in Wyoming exceeds the 
national rate (4.1 per 1,000) by 44 percent. 

♦ In 1999, custody of children were ordered to 
the wife in divorces 69 percent of the time 
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Total 

Households 

With 

Children 


Married Couple 
Households with 
Children 


Single Parent 
Households with 
Children 


Single Parent Households 


Mother Households 
with Children 


Father Households 
with Children 


Number 


% of Total 


Number 


% of Total 


Number 


% of Total 


Number 


% of Total 


Albany 


3,169 


2,311 


73% 


858 


27% 


645 


20% 


213 


7% 


Big Horn 


1,400 


1,113 


80% 


287 


21% 


189 


14% 


98 


7% 


Campbell 


5,267 


3,981 


76% 


1,286 


24% 


829 


16% 


457 


9% 


Carbon 


1,910 


1,400 


73% 


510 


27% 


366 


19% 


144 


8% 


Converse 


1,715 


1,299 


76% 


416 


24% 


297 


17% 


119 


7% 


Crook 


745 


609 


82% 


136 


18% 


87 


12% 


49 


7% 


Fremont 


4,367 


3,041 


70% 


1,326 


30% 


943 


22% 


383 


9% 


Goshen 


1,448 


1,095 


76% 


353 


24% 


253 


17% 


100 


7% 


Hot Springs 


537 


405 


75% 


132 


25% 


99 


18% 


33 


6% 


Johnson 


850 


641 


75% 


209 


25% 


141 


17% 


68 


8% 


Laramie 


10,594 


7,685 


73% 


2,909 


27% 


2,158 


20% 


751 


7% 


Lincoln 


1,924 


1,648 


86% 


276 


14% 


178 


9% 


98 


5% 


Natrona 


8,644 


5,926 


69% 


2,718 


31% 


1,995 


23% 


723 


8% 


Niobrara 


274 


215 


78% 


59 


22% 


42 


15% 


17 


6% 


Park 


3,100 


2,433 


78% 


667 


22% 


501 


16% 


166 


5% 


Platte 


1,089 


856 


79% 


233 


21% 


162 


15% 


71 


7% 


Sheridan 


3,169 


2,312 


73% 


857 


27% 


620 


20% 


228 


7% 


Sublette 


775 


630 


81% 


145 


19% 


91 


12% 


54 


7% 


Sweetwater 


5,395 


4,041 


75% 


1,354 


25% 


917 


17% 


437 


8% 


Teton 


1,965 


1,542 


78% 


423 


22% 


302 


15% 


121 


6% 


Uinta 


3,047 


2,313 


76% 


734 


24% 


516 


17% 


218 


7% 


Washakie 


1,062 


839 


79% 


223 


21% 


152 


14% 


71 


7% 


Weston 


817 


652 


80% 


165 


20% 


121 


15% 


44 


5% 


Wind River Res. 


2,842 


1,928 


68% 


914 


32% 


645 


23% 


269 


9% 


Wyoming 


63,263 


46,996 


74% 


16,267 


26% 


11,604 


18% 


4,663 


7% 



Source: 2000 Census 
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State 


Percent Change 


Utah 


8% 


Colorado 


03 

£ 


California 


9% 


Michigan 


10% 


Illinois 


10% 


Massachusetts 


12% 


New Jersey 


13% 


Washington 


14% 


New York 


15% 


Nevada 


15% 


Arizona 


15% 


Oregon 


16% 


Georgia 


17% 


Texas 


17% 


Connecticut 


19% 


Maryland 


19% 


North Carolina 


20% 


Florida 


20% 


Louisiana 


21% 


Idaho 


21% 


Minnesota 


21% 


Wisconsin 


22% 


Montana 


22% 


Tennessee 


22% 


Mississippi 


22% 



Kansas 


23% 


Vermont 


23% 


Ohio 


23% 


Alaska 


24% 


Oklahoma 


24% 


Pennsylvania 


25% 


Virginia 


25% 


Indiana 


25% 


Alabama 


25% 


New Mexico 


26% 


Iowa 


27% 


Kentucky 


27% 


Missouri 


27% 


Nebraska 


27% 


Arkansas 


27% 


South Carolina 


28% 


Delaware 


28% 


Wyoming 


28% 


West Virginia 


30% 


Hawaii 


31% 


Maine 


31% 


Rhode Island 


32% 


New Hampshire 


32% 


South Dakota 


32% 


North Dakota 


36% 


1 District of 
l Columbia 


6% 


United States 


18% 



Source: The Annie E. Casey Foundation 
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1990 


1991 


1992 


1993 


1994 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1999 


Albany 


163 


163 


175 


139 


127 


155 


100 


105 


135 


90 


Big Horn 


50 


48 


69 


68 


54 


45 


45 


25 


24 


38 


Campbell 


182 


248 


237 


290 


190 


256 


207 


237 


263 


170 


Carbon 


1 1 1 


105 


119 


112 


110 


109 


106 


81 


50 


80 


Converse 


68 


54 


92 


61 


74 


87 


63 


55 


49 


51 


Crook 


35 


35 


19 


36 


23 


30 


23 


25 


25 


21 


Fremont 


238 


224 


233 


206 


219 


182 


279 


182 


176 


201 


Goshen 


67 


89 


87 


59 


61 


91 


57 


58 


58 


37 


Hot Springs 


36 


24 


39 


26 


28 


34 


30 


31 


30 


24 


Johnson 


32 


35 


52 


39 


32 


43 


36 


29 


23 


36 


Laramie 


599 


598 


552 


489 


600 


610 


597 


499 


438 


441 


Lincoln 


60 


106 


77 


92 


58 


79 


83 


76 


65 


91 


Natrona 


562 


576 


537 


581 


626 


566 


491 


497 


464 


433 


Niobrara 


2 


5 


29 


18 


13 


12 


16 


4 


3 


9 


Park 


152 


185 


149 


87 


127 


120 


105 


107 


126 


142 


Platte 


65 


56 


53 


62 


49 


55 


45 


44 


72 


64 


Sheridan 


204 


204 


169 


141 


124 


175 


128 


122 


146 


121 


Sublette 


18 


28 


31 


31 


32 


15 


26 


21 


31 


33 


Sweetwater 


277 


312 


344 


332 


309 


330 


300 


283 


254 


322 


Teton 


69 


69 


77 


73 


81 


61 


52 


55 


59 


79 


Uinta 


201 


190 


165 


166 


222 


150 


156 


151 


146 


199 


Washakie 


63 


79 


92 


57 


50 


65 


48 


57 


55 


44 


Weston 


27 


39 


40 


28 


53 


36 


30 


24 


35 


23 


Wyoming 


3,281 


3,472 


3,437 


3,193 


3,262 


3,306 


3,023 


2,768 


2,727 


2,749 



Source: Department of Health, Wyoming Vital Statistics 1999 
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United states jJ^usdi^lds with Children by 
Typ^ sind Chenier *f Hingis Parent 



States 


Married Couple 
Households with 
Children 


Single Parent 
Households with 
Children 


Among Single Parent Households 


Single Mother 


Single Father 


Alabama 


391,185 


70% 


170,273 


30% 


141,057 


83% 


29,216 


17% 


Alaska 


63,245 


71% 


25,239 


29% 


17,243 


68% 


7,996 


32% 


Arizona 


428,878 


71% 


179,340 


29% 


129,511 


72% 


49,829 


28% 


Arkansas 


237,174 


71% 


97,430 


29% 


76,774 


79% 


20,656 


21% 


California 


2,989,974 


73% 


1,127,062 


27% 


834,716 


74% 


292,346 


26% 


Colorado 


404,866 


74% 


138,722 


26% 


102,113 


74% 


36,609 


26% 


Connecticut 


307,126 


73% 


112,159 


27% 


91,114 


81% 


21,045 


19% 


Delaware 


65,535 


69% 


29,640 


31% 


22,975 


78% 


6,665 


22% 


District of Columbia 


20,741 


42% 


28,363 


58% 


24,561 


87% 


3,802 


13% 


Florida 


1,215,197 


68% 


564,389 


32% 


437,680 


78% 


126,709 


22% 


Georgia 


732,734 


70% 


318,568 


30% 


258,006 


81% 


60,562 


19% 


Hawaii 


96,758 


75% 


32,564 


25% 


23,619 


73% 


8,945 


27% 


Idaho 


132,101 


77% 


38,362 


23% 


27,091 


71% 


11,271 


29% 


Illinois 


1,113,582 


74% 


400,979 


26% 


315,957 


79% 


85,022 


21% 


Indiana 


556,113 


72% 


211,723 


28% 


160,311 


76% 


51,412 


24% 


Iowa 


274,565 


76% 


86,588 


24% 


64,367 


74% 


22,221 


26% 


Kansas 


260,923 


76% 


84,168 


24% 


62,757 


75% 


21,411 


25% 


Kentucky 


375,211 


73% 


141,133 


27% 


110,565 


78% 


30,568 


22% 


Louisiana 


374,158 


65% 


197,895 


35% 


161,546 


82% 


36,349 


18% 


Maine 


112,767 


72% 


44,558 


28% 


32,352 


73% 


12,206 


27% 


Maryland 


461,446 


70% 


200,726 


30% 


159,342 


79% 


41,384 


21% 


Massachusetts 


548,360 


73% 


200,505 


27% 


163,550 


82% 


36,955 


18% 


Michigan 


873,227 


71% 


363,486 


29% 


283,758 


78% 


79,728 


22% 


Minnesota 


477,615 


76% 


148,676 


24% 


111,371 


75% 


37,305 


25% 


Mississippi 


234,484 


65% 


128,932 


35% 


106,203 


82% 


22,729 


18% 
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States 


Married Couple 
Households with 
Children 


Single Parent 
Households with 
Children 


Among Single Parent Households 


Single Mother 


Single Father 


Missouri 


497,201 


71% 


202,578 


29% 


156,571 


77% 


46,007 


23% 


Montana 


82,384 


74% 


29,423 


26% 


21,201 


72% 


8,222 


28% 


Nebraska 


165,564 


76% 


52,072 


24% 


39,685 


76% 


12,387 


24% 


Nevada 


166,072 


70% 


72,774 


30% 


50,675 


70% 


22,099 


30% 


New Hampshire 


120,337 


76% 


38,073 


24% 


27,257 


72% 


10,816 


28% 


New Jersey 


776,205 


76% 


249,351 


24% 


196,809 


79% 


52,542 


21% 


New Mexico 


157,745 


67% 


77,285 


33% 


56,133 


73% 


21,152 


27% 


New York 


1,527,187 


68% 


704,194 


32% 


573,384 


81% 


130,810 


19% 


North Carolina 


707,506 


71% 


288,142 


29% 


227,351 


79% 


60,791 


21% 


North Dakota 


62,002 


77% 


18,451 


23% 


13,639 


74% 


4,812 


26% 


Ohio 


996,042 


71% 


413,870 


29% 


323,095 


78% 


90,775 


22% 


Oklahoma 


311,735 


72% 


123,058 


28% 


94,403 


77% 


28,655 


23% 


Oregon 


296,404 


72% 


114,399 


28% 


83,131 


73% 


31,268 


27% 


Pennsylvania 


1,043,071 


73% 


387,737 


27% 


298,021 


77% 


89,716 


23% 


Rhode Island 


85,817 


69% 


39,050 


31% 


31,703 


81% 


7,347 


19% 


South Carolina 


333,951 


67% 


161,325 


33% 


131,010 


81% 


30,315 


19% 


South Dakota 


71,148 


75% 


24,032 


25% 


17,645 


73% 


6,387 


27% 


Tennessee 


499,298 


71% 


208,007 


29% 


165,842 


80% 


42,165 


20% 


Texas 


2,001,628 


73% 


721,702 


27% 


564,288 


78% 


157,414 


22% 


Utah 


245,743 


82% 


54,003 


18% 


40,329 


75% 


13,674 


25% 


Vermont 


55,907 


73% 


20,502 


27% 


14,792 


72% 


5,710 


28% 


Virginia 


645,504 


73% 


236,389 


27% 


186,591 


79% 


49,798 


21% 


Washington 


541,636 


73% 


200,845 


27% 


146,920 


73% 


53,925 


27% 


West Virginia 


156,927 


74% 


56,145 


26% 


42,304 


75% 


13,841 


25% 


Wisconsin 


493,530 


74% 


171,709 


26% 


128,952 


75% 


42,757 


25% 


Wyoming 


46,996 


74% 


16,267 


26% 


11,604 


71% 


4,663 


29% 


United States 


24,835,505 


72% 


9,752,863 


28% 


7,561,874 


78% 


2,190,989 


22% 



Source: 2000 Census 
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Pefiniti^n 
Juvenile ar- 
rests for violent 
crimes include: 
murder, man- 
slaughter, forcible 
rape, robbery and 
aggravated as- 
sault. 

Juvenile ar- 
rests are in accordance 
with the age definition of a 
juvenile for the National 
Uniform Crime Reporting 
Program, which is a person 
under 1 8 years of age. 

Data are reported by 
county of arrest. Differ- 
ences in arrest practices, 
reporting, policies and en- 
forcement emphasis 
among agencies influence 
the volume of arrests 1 999 
data have been adjusted for 
missing reports. 




W/y^ming 

In 1998, there were 
9,060 juvenile arrests for all 
crime types. In 2000, there 
were 7,651 crime arrests. 
The crime rate has been 
increasing since 1 990 due 
to more drug, weapon and 
alcohol violations. 

One hundred juveniles 
were arrested for crimes 
of a violent nature, which 
include homicide, forcible 
rape, robbery and aggra- 
vated assault in 2000. 

According to the 1999 



Wyoming Youth Risk Be- 
havior Survey, 47 percent 
of middle school students 
reported having had car- 
ried a weapon. 

For those high school 
students surveyed, 24 per- 
cent reported having had 
carried a weapon in the 
preceding 30 days of the 
survey. 

Nationally 

The Federal Bureau of 
Investigation’s Violent 
Crime Index includes mur- 
der, forcible rape, robbery 
and aggravated assault. 

The rate of youth ar- 
rests for these Index 
crimes increased substan- 
tially between 1980 and 
1994, from 334 to 527 per 
100,000 persons ages 10 
through 17, and has been 
declining since to where it 
stood in 1998 at 370 per 
100,000 persons ages 10 
through 17. 



Arrest rates for Violent 
Index crimes have consis- 
tently been much higher 
among males than among 
females over time and 
across all ages. 

Rates for both males 
and females increased 
considerably between 
1980 and 1994 for males 
and 1 995 for females, with 
declines in the past sev- 
eral years for both gen- 
ders. 

In 1 998, rates for males 
and females ages 10 
through 17 were 597 and 
130 per 100,000, respec- 
tively. 

Youth Violent Crime In- 
dex arrest rates climb 
quickly and steadily with 
age for males, from 124 
per 100,000 for 10- 
through 12-year-olds to 
1 ,356 per 1 00,000 among 
17-year-olds in 1998. 

The rates for young 
women in 1998 also in- 



Important Changes 

♦ Arrests for violent crime are increasing while 
arrests for all crimes are declining. 

♦ In 2000, 100 juveniles were arrested for violent 
crimes. 

♦ Arrests rates are higher for males across all 
ages than the rates for females across all 
ages. 
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